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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

INTRODUCTION

The City of Claremont and Claremont Municipal Airport have prepared this Environmental
Assessment (EA) to address the potential environmental impacts associated with proposed
safety improvement projects to be conducted at the airport. The rehabilitation of Runway 11-29
has been identified during an on-going Airport Master Plan Update (AMPU) as a necessary
maintenance and safety improvement project. The AMPU also identified trees obstructing
runway approach surfaces at each end of the runway. Obstructions to the runway approaches,
identified on and off airport property, must be removed in order for the runway rehabilitation
project to move forward. In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, the potential environmental impacts
associated with the removal of obstructions off airport property must be reviewed within the
context of an EA. The proposed safety improvement projects subject to this EA include the
acquisition of avigation easements and the associated removal of trees obstructing Runway 1129 protected air surfaces.

1.2

PURPOSE AND NEED

Claremont Municipal Airport is a general aviation facility supporting air travel for pilots and
serving aircraft, consisting primarily of single engine piston-powered aircraft. The purpose of the
project proposed in this EA is to restore landing distance available (LDA) to Runway 11 and
take off distance available (TODA) from Runway 29 as the Runway 11 threshold has been
displaced due to existing obstructions, and to satisfy Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
safety standards regarding the maintenance of protected navigable airspace.
The need for this project is derived from the analysis of aerial survey data collected during the
summer of 2019 that has identified trees penetrating Runway 11-29 airspace. Obstructions
(trees) identified on and off airport property must be effectively managed to comply with FAA
regulations to restore original runway length and to provide the highest achievable degree of
safety to aircraft operations conducted at the airport.
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1.3

SCOPE

The purpose of this document is to inform regulatory agencies and the public of the likely
environmental consequences associated with the proposed actions and their reasonable
alternatives. The EA provides the FAA with information necessary to determine whether the
impacts associated with the proposed project have the potential to significantly impact the
environment. Based on this determination, the FAA will either issue a Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) or the agency will require the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to further analyze the proposed project and its associated impacts.
This EA has been developed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA), the federal Council of Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA regulations (40 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] §§ 1500-1508), FAA Order 1050.1F, Environmental Impacts:
Policies and Procedures and FAA Order 5050.4B, National Environmental Policy Act
Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions.
According to NEPA, all major projects and/or actions funded by the federal government fall into
one of three categories:
•

Those normally requiring an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS);

•

Those normally requiring an EA; and

•

Those that are categorically excluded from environmental review.

In summary, projects requiring an EIS are those that are likely to significantly impact the
environment. Projects requiring an EA are those that have the potential to impact the
environment. Projects that are categorically excluded include those projects that are unlikely to
impact the environment.
Typically, obstruction removal activities, such as tree removal, stump grubbing, and land
grading, on airport property are categorically excluded from FAA environmental review as long
as those actions do not involve extraordinary circumstances and/or resources protected under
“special purpose” laws. Special purpose laws are defined as those federal laws and regulations
outside the scope of NEPA, including federal wetland regulations, the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
This project, however, cannot be categorically excluded as the airport sponsor is proposing the
acquisition of avigation easements to facilitate the removal of trees located off airport property.
In accordance with NEPA and FAA regulations, off-airport tree removal projects utilizing federal
funding are subject to review within the context of an environmental assessment. This EA has
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been prepared to assess potential environmental impacts associated with the acquisition of
avigation easements required for the mitigation of off-airport obstructions to Runway 11-29
protected navigable airspace.

1.3.1

New Hampshire State Block Grant Program

In 1989, FAA initiated the State Block Grant Program (SBGP), enabling certain states to
assume the responsibility of administering federal Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grants at
non-primary commercial service and general aviation airports. The State of New Hampshire was
selected by the FAA New England Region to become a member of the SBGP in 2008. As a
member of this program, the New Hampshire Department of Transportation Bureau of
Aeronautics (NHDOT), not the FAA, is responsible for providing grant and project administration
oversight at general aviation airports including Claremont Municipal Airport. Airport actions
conducted under the AIP typically under the FAA’s Office of Airports scope become “SBGP
actions” to be carried out under the SBGP. SBGP airports are subject to FAA safety and design
standards; however NHDOT is responsible for administering the airport improvement program
grants.
Similar to federal actions funded by FAA, states participating in the SBGP are obligated to meet
NEPA requirements and must evaluate potential environmental impacts resulting from proposed
airport improvement projects within the same framework as federal actions considered by FAA.
This EA, therefore, has been prepared in accordance with NEPA requirements to satisfy terms
of the SBGP contractual agreement. Acting as the agency responsible for AIP grant
administration, NHDOT is also the principal agency responsible for the implementation of NEPA
with regard to airport development projects proposed at most New Hampshire airports. As such,
NHDOT oversees the NEPA process and issues determinations of significance regarding
potential environmental impacts associated with proposed improvement projects (FAA shares
these responsibilities for those projects receiving AIP discretionaryl funds). Because NHDOT
acts as FAA in this capacity, any reference to the term “FAA” regarding NEPA requirements is
interchangeable with “NHDOT.” For the purposes of this document, New Hampshire SBGP
officials are responsible for issuing a NEPA determination with regard to proposed airport
actions.
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2.0

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

This project has been proposed to address existing safety hazards associated with trees
penetrating established navigable airspace at Claremont Municipal Airport. One of the FAA’s
primary responsibilities includes avoiding adverse impacts to the safe use of the airspace above
the Nation’s public-use airports. FAA regulations, including but not limited to 14 CFR Part 77Safe, Efficient Use, And Preservation Of The Navigable Airspace and FAA Order 8260.3D
United States Standard for Terminal Instrument Procedures (TERPS) establish air surface
dimensions and identify measures to enhance safe air navigation. Design alternatives
presented in this EA have been prepared in accordance with FAA regulations to ensure the
proposed safety improvement projects provide the highest degree of safety for aircraft
operations conducted at the airport.

2.1

AVIGATION EASEMENT ACQUISITION

The identification of required avigation easements is the result of a comprehensive analysis of
the protected airspace above this airport. Aerial photogrammetry of the airport and outlying
areas provides elevations of trees and other structures including buildings, utility poles, fences,
etc. This data is compared with air surface elevations to determine the extent of objects
penetrating specific regulated air surfaces. Once the obstructions have been identified,
obstruction locations for which the airport does not own the land or the rights to manage trees or
structure height are determined. In most instances, land is either purchased or easements are
obtained granting the airport rights to maintain, in perpetuity, unobstructed airspace achieved
through vegetation management or, when allowed, marked obstructions using FAA approved
obstruction lighting.
Once the appropriate parcels have been identified, boundary surveys of each parcel are
conducted, and easement boundaries are designed based on the airport’s needs. Utilizing the
survey plan, legal description, and tax assessment information, an independent professional
land appraiser then performs an appraisal of the parcel and easement area. The appraiser then
prepares a report of the parcel(s) which includes a fair market value of compensation for the
easement(s). Appraisal reports are then provided to an independent “review appraiser” to verify
the initial appraisal and recommendation for just compensation. Upon agreement between
appraisers of fair market value for the easement(s), negotiations between the airport and
landowner(s) for the purchase of the land or easement(s) commences. After the terms of
easement acquisition and compensation have been agreed upon, the property or easement is
purchased and is recorded with the registry of deeds. The easement acquisition process, as
outlined above, must be conducted in accordance with 49 CFR Part 24 - Uniform Relocation
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Assistance and Real Property Acquisition For Federal and Federally-Assisted Programs Act of
1970, as amended.
Aerial photogrammetry obtained in 2019 was used to perform the airspace analyses of Runway
11-29. The airspace analysis evaluated applicable regulated air surfaces at the airport that
must be maintained free of obstructions.
These surfaces have been established by the FAA, based primarily on the type of aircraft using
the runway and the navigation aids in place to assist pilots on approach to a particular runway.
Trees growing within these surfaces have been identified as obstructions and may pose
hazards to an aircraft and its passengers. Additionally, an airport’s failure to adequately
address obstructions to protected airspace jeopardizes the airport’s eligibility to receive federal
funding for future improvement projects and may lead to imposed restrictions that limit runway
use and airport operations.
Based on the results of the 2019 airspace analysis, Claremont Municipal Airport requires the
acquisition of ten avigation easements for the removal of off-airport trees penetrating protected
air surfaces associated with the Runway 11-29 approaches in order to maintain unobstructed
airspace in perpetuity upon completion of the runway rehabilitation project. The acquisition of
these easements grants the airport the right to manage the height of trees within the boundaries
of each easement. Trees located on airport property that have been identified as penetrations
to Runway 11-29 have also been proposed for removal.
Easements proposed for acquisition by the airport are associated with privately owned forested
and residential parcels. Identified easement parcel land uses include Rural Residential,
Agricultural Residential zoning (Runway 11) and City Center Residential (Runway 29).

2.2

ON AND OFF-AIRPORT TREE REMOVAL

The airport anticipates funding for the removal of trees obstructing runway airspace surfaces
later in 2021. The obstruction analysis identified approximately 118 acres of trees, located on
and off airport property, penetrating existing airspace at the airport. To limit the environmental
impact and the cost of the project, tree removal is proposed only within the threshold siting
obstacle clearance surfaces. As a result, a total of 25 acres of vegetation is proposed for
removal, including 1.4 acres of trees located on airport property. Approximately 23.6 acres of
vegetation will be removed from off airport property.
After the necessary easements have been acquired by the airport, environmental permits, if
necessary, will be obtained and the tree removal project will be carried out. Off airport property,
trees will be removed from established project limits within each easement. In densely forested
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upland locations within easement areas, obstructing trees are proposed to be cut to ground
level and all timber and woody debris are proposed to be removed from the site(s). In
landscaped areas within residential easements (Runway 29 approach), trees are proposed to
be cut to ground level, stumps removed, and the disturbed areas are proposed to be topsoiled
and seeded with grass.
On airport property, tree obstructions located in uplands are proposed to be cut, and where
necessary to facilitate future vegetation management efforts (mowing), stumps are proposed to
be grubbed and the affected areas seeded with grass.
Tree removal conducted within wetland areas is not anticipated.
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3.0

PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

3.1

INTRODUCTION

The objective of the following analysis is to identify alternatives that are determined to be
reasonable and practicable for achieving project goals. Reasonable alternatives that meet the
needs of Claremont Municipal Airport have been developed and evaluated based on
operational, engineering, environmental, and economic considerations. Chapter 1 of FAA Order
5050.4B, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport
Actions states a primary objective of NEPA is to “disclose to the interested public a clear and
accurate description of potential environmental impacts that proposed federal actions and
reasonable alternatives to those actions would cause.” This EA has been prepared to satisfy
NEPA requirements by presenting the potential environmental impacts associated with the
acquisition of avigation easements for the removal of off-airport obstructions and the
rehabilitation of runway pavement necessary to provide the highest possible degree of safety to
operations conducted using Runway 11-29.
Claremont Municipal Airport has identified three alternatives associated with the Runway 11-29
easement acquisition and obstruction removal projects presented in this EA.

3.2

DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES

Claremont Municipal Airport has identified three alternatives associated with the proposed
easement acquisition and obstruction mitigation necessary to enhance the safety of operations
conducted on Runway 11-29. Each alternative will be will be evaluated based on consideration
of the proposed actions described Section 2.0 of this EA.
3.2.1

Alternative 1 – Existing Conditions: No Action

The “No Action” alternative is prescribed by CEQ regulations for implementing NEPA to serve
as a benchmark against which proposed federal actions can be evaluated. This alternative
proposes that airport operations continue with the safety hazards associated with trees
obstructing Runway 11-29 airspace, see Figure 3-1 No Action Alternative.
Consideration of the “No Action” alternative is based on the assumption that Claremont
Municipal Airport would not pursue the acquisition of easements necessary to mitigate offairport obstructions to Runway 11-29 approach surfaces. Furthermore, the “No Action” scenario
assumes the airport will not remove penetrations to the protected airspace currently located on
airport property. Adoption of this alternative would likely lead to additional displacement of the
runway thresholds, further limiting the usable length of the runway. This alternative restricts the
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use of the runway to day-time operations only and could potentially restrict certain aircraft from
using the runway. Furthermore, implementation of the “No Action” alternative jeopardizes the
Airport’s ability to obtain future NHDOT/FAA Airport Improvement Project funding due to the
failure to honor existing grant assurances requiring the airport to maintain a safe operating
environment.
3.2.2

Alternative 2 – Runway 11-29 Easement Acquisition and Obstruction Removal:
Full Clear Alternative

Obtaining the necessary easements identified in this analysis enables the removal of all offairport obstructions to the most conservative approach surfaces. Alternative 2 proposes the
removal of approximately 118 acres of upland vegetation identified as obstructions located both
on and off-airport property to 14 CFR Part 77 protected approach and transitional air surfaces.
Approximately 21.6 acres of trees obstructing 14 CFR Part 77 surfaces occur on airport
property. The remaining 96.8 acres of obstructions occur off airport property. The removal of
trees penetrating 14CFR FAR Part 77 approach and transitional surfaces provides the highest
possible degree of safety to aircraft utilizing the runway. This alternative also requires the
acquisition of 30 avigation easements necessary to remove the obstructions located off-airport
property, see Figure 3-2 Full Clear Alternative
The implementation of Alternative 2 rectifies existing safety deficiencies identified in Section 1.2
Purpose and Need by improving the safety of operations conducted on Runway 11-29 and
meeting FAA design and safety standards. This alternative effectively mitigates identified
obstructions to critical Runway 11-29 approach, transitional and primary surfaces and enables
the runway to accommodate current levels of operation without restriction or alteration to
existing visibility minimums.
In this development scenario, within forested areas trees are proposed to be cut as close to
ground level as possible and all timber and woody debris are proposed to be removed from the
site. Within off-airport residential settings where selective removal is required, trees are
proposed to be removed, stumps will be ground and grindings are proposed to be removed, and
the disturbed area is proposed to be topsoiled and seeded with grass. Implementation of this
alternative also allows for the relocation of the Runway 11 displaced threshold (the beginning of
the landing operations for Runway 11) to its original location, making approximately 1,000 feet
of additional runway length available to aircraft landing at this end of the runway. A cost of
approximately $1,100,000 has been estimated to construct Alternative 2. This preliminary cost
estimate does not include costs associated with coordinating the acquisition and purchase of
avigation easements necessary to remove off-airport obstructions.
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3.2.3

Alternative 3 – Runway 11-29 Easement Acquisition and Obstruction Removal:
Partial Clear Alternative

This alternative proposes acquiring the easements necessary to remove trees identified as
obstructions to Runway 11-29 Threshold Siting Obstacle Clearance Surfaces defined in FAA’s
Advisory Circular 150/5300-13A Airport Design, Table 3-2, as updated in FAA Engineering Brief
99A. This alternative substantially reduces the amount of land to be cleared of trees and the
number of easements necessary to remove trees located off airport property. Alternative 3
requires the removal of approximately 25 acres of trees, including approximately 1.4 acres of
trees located on airport property. The remaining 23.6 acres of trees to be removed are located
off airport and will require the acquisition of 10 easements for the mitigation of current and longterm management of existing and future obstructions in these areas. This alternative satisfies
FAA design and safety standards and also enables the relocation of the Runway 11 threshold to
its original location, see Figure 3-3 Partial Clear Alternative.
The tree removal methodology outlined above in Alternative 2 is proposed to be implemented in
Alternative 3. In forested areas trees are proposed to be cut as close to ground level as possible
and all timber and woody debris are proposed to be removed from the site. Forest understory
vegetation, though sparse, in many locations, is proposed to be preserved to the greatest extent
possible. Within newly acquired easement areas located east of the Runway 29 end, where
individual trees are proposed to be removed from forested areas, stumps will be ground in place
and the grindings will be removed, and the disturbed areas will be topsoiled and seed with
grass. A cost of approximately $350,000 has been estimated to construct Alternative 3. This
preliminary cost estimate does not include costs associated with coordinating the acquisition
and purchase of avigation easements necessary to remove off-airport obstructions.

3.3

SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES

As stated previously in Section 3.2.1 Alternative 1 - Existing Conditions: No Action, the “No
Action” scenario is provided to serve as a benchmark against which proposed federal actions
and associated impacts can be evaluated. The No Action alternative does not address existing
safety deficiencies associated with existing penetrations to protected air surfaces at the airport.
Additionally, by not adequately addressing airspace obstructions, the airport will not meet the
requirements of NHDOT’s grant assurance program and will be ineligible to receive future
NHDOT/FAA funding for future infrastructure improvement projects until all safety deficiencies
have been adequately rectified.
Although Alternative 2 – Full Clear Alternative, does not result in or contribute to significant
environmental impacts, clearing to 14 CFR Part 77 standards requires the removal of
approximately 118 acres—93 more acres than is required to implement Alternative 3 – Partial
Clear. Additionally, Alternative 2 requires the acquisition of 30 easements to remove nearly 97
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acres of trees located off-airport property, while Alternative 3 - Partial Clear needs 10
easements to remove approximately 23.6 acres of trees off airport property.
As both Alternatives 2 and 3 satisfy FAA design and safety requirements, the substantial
savings and reduction of potential environmental impacts (associated with removing fewer
trees) recognized by implementing Alternative 3 – Partial Clear supports the designation of
Alternative 3 as the preferred and least environmentally damaging practicable alternative.

3.4

AIRPORT LOCATION AND VICINITY

Claremont Municipal Airport is owned and operated by the City of Claremont. Claremont is
located in the western region of New Hampshire with the airport located approximately 1.5 miles
west of Claremont center. The entirety of the airport is located in Claremont. The airport is
accessed via Sullivan Street, which connects to Union street and then state Route 103
approximately 1.5 miles east of the airport. The highway network around Claremont includes
state Route 103 to the east and north of town, Route 12A west of town, and Route 11 south of
town. The nearest interstate is I-91 in Vermont, located approximately 5 miles to the west of the
airport, see Figure 3-4, Location Plan.

3.5

EXISTING FACILITIES

Claremont Municipal Airport is a single runway airfield. The airport formerly had a second
runway, Runway 5-23, which was closed in 1998. The remaining runway, Runway 11-29, is
3,098’ x 100’ and oriented in an east-west direction. The airport has four taxiways: Taxiway A
connects the main apron and terminal area to Taxiway C West, which is parallel to Runway 11.
Taxiway B connects the main apron and hangar area to Taxiway C East, which is parallel to
Runway 29. Taxiways A, C West and C East are equipped with medium intensity lights and
Taxiway B is equipped with reflectors.
The former terminal building/hangar was demolished in April 2020. A new 1,920 SF terminal
building has been constructed in 2020. The new terminal includes a pilot lounge, pilot briefing
room, business center, kitchenette, and rest rooms. Although there is no hangar space included
in the new terminal building there is 28,445 square feet of hangar space on the airport property
housing 19 based aircraft. Other existing facilities include a 13,500 square yard terminal apron,
an automobile parking area and a fuel farm consisting of a self-service fuel pump and
associated 12,000-gallon of 100 low-lead aviation fuel underground storage tank.
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3.6

VICINITY LAND USE AND ZONING

The entirety of the Claremont Municipal Airport property is located within the City of Claremont’s
light industrial zoning district. The light industrial zone allows high technology industrial, and
incidental commercial uses of a light intensity with minimal environmental impacts. Restrictive
development standards of this zone are intended to result in an environmentally clean industrial
setting, with primary activities conducted in enclosed buildings. Though the operation of an
airport is typically not regarded as a land use compatible with residential settings, developments
in this zone are generally regarded as compatible with nearby residential and commercial land
uses.
There are multiple light industrial zoning facilities adjacent to the airport including Recycling
Services Inc. to the south, Costa Precision manufacturing adjacent to the east and New
England Precast Manufacturing to the northeast of the airport.
The adjacent zoning district to the east and south of the airport is R-1 Single Family Residential
zoning. This zoning district is to conserve and protect single-family residential development.
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, churches, schools,
parks and community facilities. The zoning district adjacent to the west of the airport property is
RR-2 medium density rural residential zoning. This zone provides for the development of “rural
atmosphere” type land uses that allow for half-acre to five-acre lot sizes developed for
principally residential uses. To the north is the Agricultural Retention district. The purpose of the
Agricultural Retention (AR) zone is to maintain and enhance the agricultural resource industry.

3.7

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT

In addition to the easement acquisitions and tree removal proposed for Runway 11-29, the
airport is planning a number of future projects including the rehabilitation of Runway 11-29. The
timeline for these proposed projects is as follows:






2020 Apron pavement rehabilitation (complete);
2021 Easement acquisition on Runway 11-29 (in progress);
2021 Obstruction Removal;
2021 Runway 11-29 Rehabilitation; and
2023 Hazard Beacon Replacement.
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3.8

NATURAL ENVIORNMENT

Claremont Municipal Airport is located in western New Hampshire within the Connecticut River
Valley, approximately 20 miles south of the city of Lebanon. The airport is situated on a hilltop at
an elevation of 545 feet above mean sea level (MSL). Local topography ranges from relatively
flat floodplains adjacent to the Connecticut River to hills and mountainous terrain exceeding
elevations of 2,000 feet MSL within the airport vicinity. Airport property is comprised of 120
acres consisting primarily of maintained turf adjacent to the paved terminal apron, runway, and
taxiway areas. Mixed upland forest habitat is the primary vegetative community along the
perimeter of airport property.
There are two major rivers within the vicinity of the airport. The Connecticut River is located
approximately 2 miles west of the airport property. The Sugar River, located approximately 0.3
miles northeast of the airport, flows in a westerly direction before discharging to the Connecticut
River approximately two miles northwest of the airport.
Stormwater runoff from the eastern region of the airport property drains in an easterly direction
toward the Sugar River, while stormwater from the western region of the airport drains to the
west toward the Connecticut River. Stormwater flowing across the airport is either collected in a
series of catch basins (and discharged off the site via existing swales) or drains to infiltration
basins installed at the airport. Due to the excessively drained soils at the property a significant
amount of stormwater infiltrates local soils at the airport. There are no wetlands located on
airport property.
Local soils data was obtained from the Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil
Survey. The soils at the airport are composed primarily of Windsor loamy sand and pits/gravel.
The Windsor series / Windsor loamy sand (WdA) consists of very deep, excessively drained
soils formed in sandy outwash or eolian deposits. They are nearly level through very steep soils
on glaciofluvial landforms. Cardigan-Kearsarge (CdB) soils are located west of the airport in the
easement areas of proposed tree removal. This soil series consists of deep silt loams except in
areas of exposed bedrock and is well drained to somewhat excessively drained.
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4.0

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

4.1

INTRODUCTION

This section identifies and evaluates the potential environmental consequences of implementing
the proposed actions described in Section 3.0. The environmental impacts involving
“extraordinary circumstances” typically requiring the preparation of an EA and identified in
Chapter 6 of FAA Order 5050.4B, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing
Instructions for Airport Actions, are utilized as a baseline for determining potential environmental
impacts associated with federally funded airport improvement projects. The following evaluation
will also assist with determining the environmentally preferable alternative pursuant to NEPA for
achieving project goals.

4.2

AIR QUALITY

In 2015 the FAA published the Aviation Emissions and Air Quality Handbook to establish the
scope of air quality assessments for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the
Clean Air Act, and other associated regulations. The Handbook attempts to provide consistency
and quality of aviation related air quality assessments for aviation related projects. The
Handbook identifies criteria pollutants to be analyzed in relation to National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS). The criteria pollutants include Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2 ), Sulfur Dioxide
(SO2), Carbon Monoxide (CO), Ozone (O3), particulate matter (PM), and Lead (Pb). Regions in
which one or more of the criteria pollutant levels exceeds air quality standards are referred to as
nonattainment or maintenance areas. FAA actions proposed in nonattainment or maintenance
areas are subject to various levels of NAAQS assessment, including quantitative and qualitative
modeling analysis, to determine conformity with the Clean Air Act and NEPA regulations. The
EPA Green Book provides detailed information about area NAAQS designations, classifications,
and nonattainment status.
According to the most recent version of the Green Book (reviewed at
https://www.epa.gov/green-book), Sullivan County which contains the City of Claremont is not in
nonattainment or maintenance status for any of the criteria pollutants established in the
Handbook.
Based on Sullivan County’s attainment status of current standards for criteria pollutants and the
premise that the proposed tree removal project at Claremont Municipal Airport will not result in
or contribute to a reasonably foreseeable increase in aircraft emissions, a qualitative emissions
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inventory and analysis is not required. Temporary emissions from heavy equipment during
construction will not significantly add to NAAQs pollutant levels.

4.3

FISH, WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has been consulted, pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, to determine the presence of federally listed threatened or
endangered species within the boundaries of Claremont Municipal Airport or adjacent
properties. Correspondence with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service advises there is no critical
habitat listed in the airport project area. However, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis) is listed as a threatened species and occurs within the vicinity of the airport.
The federal Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule prohibits incidental take that may occur from
tree removal activities within 150 feet of a known occupied maternity roost tree during the pup
season (June 1 to July 31) or within a 1/4 mile of a hibernation site, year-round. Tree removal
activity is planned for winter months and negative impacts to the northern long-eared bat are not
anticipated.
New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB) has also been contacted regarding the status
of state-listed species and exemplary natural communities occurring within the vicinity of
activities proposed in this EA. Correspondence with NHB identified that there are no known
occurrence of state-listed species within the vicinity of the proposed project area.
Due to the density and extent of trees obstructing the Runway 11 approach, selective tree
removal will not be possible. As most of the trees comprising the canopy have been identified as
obstructions, tree removal within easement areas will result in a change in larger clearing areas
from forest habitat to shrub and sapling habitat as regrowth occurs. Future vegetation
management of cleared areas should endeavor to maintain scrub-shrub habitat. Tree species
should be removed during vegetation management projects to prevent obstructions to navigable
airspace from recurring.

4.4

CLIMATE

Scientific research indicates increased greenhouse gasses emitted from the combustion of
fossil fuels affect global climate. Estimates suggest that aviation accounts for approximately
4.1% of global greenhouse gas emissions. In response to recent initiatives and regulations, FAA
has integrated the effects of aviation projects upon climatic conditions with the NEPA review
process. Carbon in a forest is stored both above ground and below ground. Above ground
carbon is stored in trees, plants, dead trees and leaf litter. Below ground carbon is stored in
roots and in soil. A forest’ storage level is influenced by factors including soil properties, woodlot
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age, and past management practices. Carbon sequestration is the process of using carbon
dioxide (CO2) during photosynthesis for tree and plant growth and upkeep. Older mature trees
tend to have large carbon storage above and below ground but these trees may not be
sequestering carbon at a particularly high rate. By removing a portion of the forest’s overstory
trees, subcanopy shrub and sapling species will undergo vigorous growth due to increased
sunlight reaching the forest floor. Quickly growing understory species have lower storage
capacities than older trees but have higher sequestration rates and remove more atmospheric
carbon, thus providing a balance between carbon storage and capture. Consequently, this
project is not expected to have any significant impact on climate.

4.5

COASTAL RESOURCES

As the airport and project location are not near the coast, no impacts to the coastal zone or any
coastal barriers are expected.

4.6

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT, SECTION 4(F)

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act requires the Secretary of Transportation
investigate all alternatives before impacting any publicly owned lands designated as public
parks, recreation areas, wildlife or waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local significance, or
land having national, state, or local historical significance. No Section 4(f) lands will be impacted
by actions proposed in this EA.

4.7

FARMLANDS

The Farmland Protection Policy Act authorized the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to
develop criteria for identifying effects of federal programs on the conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. The guidelines developed by the USDA became effective August 6, 1984,
and apply to federal activities involving the undertaking, financing, or assisting in the
construction of improvement projects or acquiring, managing, or disposing of land that is
deemed to have prime or unique farmland qualities.
Actions presented in this EA will occur within forested and residential areas on and adjacent to
airport property and will not impact any land deemed to have prime or unique farmland qualities.
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4.8

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL, SOLID WASTE AND POLLUTION
PREVENTION

The proposed easement acquisition and associated vegetative obstruction removal projects will
not involve the use of hazardous materials nor will the project generate a significant volume of
solid waste. Designated equipment fueling locations will be established prior to construction and
equipment will be required to maintain on-board spill kits. Felled trees and all wood debris
resulting from the project will be removed from the site. Construction bid documents shall
require trees and any woody debris to become the property of the contractor to be processed or
disposed of in accordance with federal, state and local regulations.
No changes in the quantity or type of solid waste generated at the airport, or changes in the
method of collection at the facility are anticipated.

4.9

HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, ARCHEALOGICAL AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, and the Archeological and
Historic Preservation Act of 1974 as amended, are intended to ensure that no action of the
federal government will have a significant impact on any resource of historic, cultural, or
archeological significance. Section 106 of the NHPA requires consultation with the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) (THPO) to determine
potential adverse effects of a federal action to culturally significant resources and/or historic
properties on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
The New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) reviewed the project presented
in this EA to determine the existence and location of any resources of historic, architectural,
archeological, and/or cultural significance located on or adjacent to Claremont Municipal Airport
that may be impacted by easement acquisition and tree removal. NHDHR has indicated there
will be no impacts to historic or archaeological resources as a result of proposed actions, see
NHDHR Request for Project Review form dated June 26, 2020 located in Appendix A of this
document.
FAA is responsible for conducting tribal coordination efforts to satisfy NEPA requirements. At
present there are not any federally or state recognized tribes in New Hampshire.
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4.10 LAND USE
The compatibility of existing and planned land uses in the vicinity of an airport is usually
associated with the extent of potential aircraft-noise impacts from the airport, as well as safety
concerns with the land located beneath protected airspace. Most land uses occurring adjacent
to and within the bounds of airport property involve aviation and industrial activities and are
considered compatible with airport operations. The airport is located within the light industrial
zone of Claremont. The light industrial zone provides a location for high technology industrial
and incidental commercial uses of a light intensity, which has minimal environmental impacts.
Light industrial development is also located to the adjacent south, north and west of airport
property. Off-airport tree removal proposed within future easements located to the west of the
airport where the majority of tree removal is proposed is currently designated as Rural
Residential and Agricultural Residential zoning districts. The easement acquisition and tree
removal proposed in this EA is not expected to create significant impacts associated with
current residential and light industrial land uses within the vicinity of the airport.

4.11 NATURAL RESOURCE AND ENERGY SUPPLY
Energy requirements associated with a proposed airport improvement project generally fall into
two categories: (1) those that relate to changed demands for stationary facilities (i.e., airfield
lighting and terminal building heating), and (2) those that involve the movement of air and
ground vehicles. The proposed actions in this EA for the obstruction mitigation project will not
significantly increase energy use nor will the use of any rare materials or natural resources in
short supply be required for the construction of the proposed projects.

4.12 NOISE AND NOISE-COMPATIBLE LAND USE
As indicated in FAA Order 1050.1F, the FAA has determined that for aviation noise analysis the
cumulative noise exposure of individuals to noise resulting from aviation activities must be
established in terms of yearly day/night average sound level (DNL) as FAA’s primary metric. A
noise analysis can be prepared using the FAA’s Integrated Noise Model (INM) in order to
assess noise impacts resulting from airport improvement projects to noise sensitive areas (e.g.
densely populated residential areas, historic sites, national parks and national wildlife refuges).
According to Order 1050.1F, a significant noise impact results when the INM analysis
demonstrates the proposed project will create an increase of DNL 1.5 decibel (dB) or more at or
above DNL 65dB noise exposure in noise sensitive areas.
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The acquisition of avigation easements and the removal of trees on and off airport property
proposed in this EA will not lead to larger aircraft using the airport or to an increase in the
number of operations conducted at the facility, therefore an INM analysis is not required.
The obstruction removal activities proposed at various locations on and off airport property
adjacent to Runway 11-29 are not expected to alter existing noise contours established for the
airport. Short-term impacts typically associated with construction activities (from the use of
heavy construction equipment) may be experienced by the few abutters in close proximity to
proposed project locations. However, these impacts will be limited to normal daylight working
hours for the duration of the obstruction removal project. Long-term noise impacts resulting from
the proposed easement acquisition/tree removal project are not anticipated.

4.13 SOCIOECONOMICS, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND
CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY RISKS
Induced socio-economic impacts are those typically associated with large airport developments
that cause secondary impacts to surrounding communities. Such impacts include shifts in
patterns of population movement and growth, increases in public-service demands, and
changes in business and economic activity to the extent influenced by airport development and
operation.
Additionally, Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-income Populations, was issued on February 11, 1994. This
Order established procedures for the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to “achieve
environmental justice as part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate,
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects, including
interrelated social and economic effects, of its programs, policies, and activities on minority
populations and low-income populations in the United States.”
In preventing disproportionately high and adverse effects on minority and low-income
populations, it is USDOT policy to “actively administer and monitor its operations and decisionmaking to assure that nondiscrimination is an integral part of its programs, policies, and
activities.” USDOT currently administers policies, programs, and activities that are subject to the
requirements of NEPA, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act, Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act, and other
USDOT statutes that involve human health, environmental matters or interrelated social and
economic impacts. These requirements are administered to identify, early in the development of
the activity, the risk of discrimination so that positive corrective action can be
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taken.
The safety improvement projects proposed for construction will not result in impacts to existing
socioeconomic conditions or contribute to the creation of significant noise impacts, the
disruption of any municipal services, traffic impacts, social impacts, induced socioeconomic
impacts, or disproportionate impacts to minority or low-income individuals residing in the city.
FAA is also encouraged to identify and evaluate potential environmental health and safety risks
that could disproportionately affect children. Such risks are typically attributable to materials
(such as food, drinking and recreational water, soil, and air) children may come in contact with
or ingest. Such impacts or consequences will not result from implementation of the proposed
tree removal alternatives.

4.14 VISUAL IMPACTS
The NHDOT and FAA require consideration of the extent to which any lighting associated with
an airport action will create an annoyance or disturbance among residents in the vicinity of the
installation. The proposed actions in this EA for the obstruction mitigation project will not
increase light emissions from the airport therefore significant visual impacts from lighting are not
anticipated.
The Environmental Assessment must also consider impacts of an airport improvement project to
visual resources and the visual character of an area. Although there are no resources within the
project area with designated light or visual protections, the visual character of an area must also
be considered to determine whether a project could adversely affect the uniqueness or aesthetic
quality of an area. Tree removal proposed on airport property will not impact the visual character
of the airport environment as most of airport property is maintained as field and the areas to be
cleared—approximately 1.5 acres along the eastern property line—are not widely visible to nonairport users and will remain substantially forested. Similarly, tree removal proposed within
easements to be obtained within residential parcels located east of the airport will be selectively
removed from each parcel, with minimal impact to the visual character of the neighborhood and
leaving tracts of adjacent forest habitat unaltered. More extensive clearing is, however, required
within several proposed easement areas located to the west of the airport along State Route
12A. Within these parcels, located on both the west and east side of the road, over 20 acres of
trees are proposed for removal. Due to the density of and extent of trees obstructing the
approach surface, clearing rather than selective cutting is necessary. Currently, these parcels
are contiguous with approximately 1,000 acres of forested habitat between the Connecticut
River to the west and Route 12A. This forest is comprised predominantly of hemlock and white
pine and the proposed clearing of approximately 20 acres from several parcels will not be
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adversely impacting a unique forest community as this composition is fairly common throughout
the region. As seen in Figure 3-3, prior tree clearing has been conducted within and adjacent to
several proposed easement locations. Although the removal of these trees will alter the
landscape and local viewshed, logging and tree harvesting are common land use practices in
this region of New Hampshire, and within identified easement parcels, and the nature of the
visual character of the area currently includes tracts of land cleared during timber harvesting
operations.

4.15 WATER RESOURCES
4.15.1 Wetlands
Federal wetland regulations, implemented by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), are
based on Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act. The federal definition of a wetland found
in the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (1987), characterizes federal wetlands
using a three-parameter approach based on vegetation, hydrology and soils. The state of New
Hampshire, using a similar three-parameter approach to define wetlands, regulates wetlands
through the Natural Resources Protection Act.
As stated in Section 4.5, Natural Environment, wetland areas are not present on airport
property. Based on a review of online resources including the USDA Web Soil Survey and the
US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory Wetlands Mapper, New Hampshire
GIS Granite Viewer, and aerial images wetlands do not appear to be present within proposed
tree removal locations. Additional field-delineation may be required within easements to confirm
the absence of wetlands within or adjacent to proposed project locations.

4.15.2 Floodplains
Floodplains are defined in Executive Order 11988 as “the lowland and relatively flat areas
adjoining inland and coastal waters including, at a minimum, that area subject to a one percent
or greater chance of flooding in any given year, or in other words, the area that would be
inundated by a 100 year flood.” This Order directs federal agencies to “take action to reduce the
risk of flood loss, to minimize the impacts of floods on human safety, health, and welfare, and to
restore and preserve the natural beneficial values served by floodplains.”
An on-line review of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood insurance rate
maps prepared for the town of Claremont was conducted and it was determined that no part of
airport property or areas affected by actions proposed in this EA occur within the 100-year flood
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zone. Claremont Municipal Airport property is located within an area determined to be outside
the 500- year floodplain. Airport safety improvement projects proposed in this EA will not
contribute to the impacts of floods on human safety, health, and welfare nor will they
compromise the beneficial values served by floodplains.

4.15.3 Surface Waters and Groundwater
The potential to degrade the water quality of ground water sources and local surface water
bodies must be assessed when evaluating project alternatives considered in this EA.
Tree removal activities are not anticipated to result in the siltation or pollution of any wetlands or
nearby water bodies. Sedimentation and erosion will be avoided as tree removal will likely be
conducted during winter months and frozen ground conditions. Best Management Practices
(BMPs) including haybales or wattles will be proposed for installation and the appropriate
measures taken on steep slopes to maintain slope stability and limit erosion and the
sedimentation of surface water bodies. Contractors will be required to provide spill containment
equipment to prevent the discharge of pollutants from construction equipment such as fuels,
lubricants, or any other harmful or potentially harmful substances.

4.15.4 Wild and Scenic Rivers
Per review of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System website (www.rivers.gov), New
Hampshire presently has segments of three rivers protected under the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act, including the Lamprey River, the Wildcat River, and the Nissitissit River. None of these
rivers or designated stretches of these rivers are located within the vicinity of Claremont or
proposed project limits. Impacts to Wild and Scenic River resources are not anticipated to result
from the proposed actions.

4.16 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
This environmental assessment has been prepared to identify and evaluate potential impacts
resulting from project alternatives to human and natural resources within the vicinity of the
airport. The analysis presented in this section has determined that preferred development
alternatives considered in this EA do not result in significant environmental impacts. Pursuant to
NEPA considerations, the preferred alternative for achieving project goals is Alternative 3 –
Partial Clear which meets the purpose and need statement in this EA, provides additional
available runway length and substantially enhances the safety of aircraft operations conducted
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in Runway 11-29 airspace, expanding the airport’s ability to effectively manage obstructions
(existing and future) beyond the limits of its existing property boundary.

4.17 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations require the assessment of cumulative
impacts for actions proposed within the context of NEPA documents. Cumulative impacts on the
environment result from the effects of an action that are added to or adversely interact with the
impacts of previous actions. Cumulative impacts can result in the degradation of environmental
resources over time. To determine the potential for the project presented in this EA to contribute
to significant cumulative impacts, the proposed project will be evaluated in the context of
environmental impacts that have resulted from previous actions conducted at the airport. The
evaluation will also include an assessment of the potential for known future projects to
contribute to cumulative impacts.
Past Projects
Over the past 25 years, there have been a number of improvement projects that have been
conducted at Claremont Municipal Airport. These projects have had little to no destructive
impact to the environment in the Claremont Municipal Airport vicinity. Such projects are included
in the following list:
•

1994 rehabilitation and expansion of the aircraft parking apron (approx. 121,220 square
feet).

•

2002 reconstruction, marking and lighting of Taxiway "B" and construction of a snow
removal equipment building.

•

2004 airport drainage repairs; rehabilitation of rotating beacon.

•

2005 construction of a 6-unit hangar building and reconstruction of Taxiway "B".

•

2008 construction of parallel Taxiway 'C' East and Airport Electrical Vault; Installation of
PAPI and REIL on Runway 29.

•

2010 construction of Taxiway C West (edge of terminal apron to end of Runway 11 end)
with lighting, marking and vault improvement.

•

2011 obstruction removal on airport property.
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•

2016 construction of conventional hangar.

•

2020 new terminal building construction.

•

2020 apron pavement rehabilitation.

Summary
The implementation of projects addressed within this EA are not expected to adversely
contribute to cumulative environmental impacts resulting from previously constructed airport
improvement projects. Proposed easement acquisition and tree removal has little to no
potential to lead to cumulative impacts.
Established impacts (past and proposed) assessed in this EA do not contribute to significant
cumulative impacts or the degradation of natural resources at or near the airport. The review of
cumulative impacts to the environment resulting from proposed airport improvement actions will
continue in future assessments performed in accordance with NEPA requirements.
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5.0

MITIGATION MEASURES

5.1

INTRODUCTION

Mitigation measures are actions that are proposed for implementation during project design and
construction of the preferred development alternative to avoid and minimize environmental
impacts to the greatest extent possible. Ultimately, mitigation must conform with the necessary
permitting requirements provided in Section 7 of this document. Mitigation measures (40 CFR §
1508.20) generally include the following:
•

Avoiding the effect altogether by stopping or modifying the action.

•

Minimizing the effect by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and the activities
associated with its implementation.

•

Rectifying the effect by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected environment.

•

Reducing or eliminating the effect over time by preservation and maintenance operations
during the life of the action.

•

Compensating for the effect by replacing or providing substitute resources or
environments.

Compensatory mitigation will not be required as a condition of environmental permitting required
for construction activities.
Based on safety, operational, environmental, and economic considerations, it has been
determined that the preferred alternative for achieving projects goals is Alternative 3 – Partial
Clear. This alternative improves the safety of operations conducted on the runway and satisfies
FAA airspace safety standards and meets the Purpose and Need goals established in the EA.

5.2

WATER QUALITY MITIGATION

Significant impacts to ground and surface water resources are not anticipated as a result of the
project proposed in this EA. The proposed safety improvement projects will not result in an
increase of impervious surface on or adjacent to the airport. Increased stormwater runoff from
the airport and off-airport project locations is not expected.
Erosion and sedimentation are unlikely to result as soil disturbances will be minimized to the
greatest extent possible through the implementation of appropriate BMPs. In residential
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locations where stump removal may be proposed, affected areas will be treated with topsoil,
graded to match existing topography and seeded with grass or an appropriate conservation
seed mix to provide final stabilization of disturbed areas.

5.3

CONSTRUCTION MITIGATION

In order to avoid potential water quality impacts associated with the obstruction removal of the
proposed project, temporary erosion and pollution control measures will be specifically designed
and implemented throughout the duration of removal activities pursuant to federal, state, and
local jurisdictional authorities.
Best management practices, including the implementation of erosion, sedimentation and
pollution prevention controls, the operation of equipment during day-time hours only, and the
implementation of dust control measures will be required to minimize impacts associated with
fugitive dust. Central locations for all equipment refueling and staging will be established in
upland areas removed from any wetland locations to minimize the risk of ground and surface
water quality impacts. Gravel pads will also be built at site access/egress points to prevent offsite sediment tracking.
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6.0

JURISDICTIONAL AUTHORITIES, ACTIONS, AND PERMITS

6.1

JURISDICTIONAL AUTHORITIES, ACTIONS, AND PERMITS

The following discussion outlines the jurisdictional authorities, actions, and permits that apply to
the project proposed in this environmental assessment to be constructed at Claremont
Municipal Airport. All permits required for construction shall be obtained prior to initiating
construction activities.

6.2

FEDERAL JURISDICTION

6.2.1

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA is this nation’s basic charter for protection of the environment. NEPA was enacted with
two primary objectives in mind: (1) preventing environmental damage and degradation, and (2)
ensuring that federal agencies consider environmental factors with regard to federal actions.
NEPA also established the federal Council on Environmental Quality, which is responsible for
promulgating NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508).
NEPA regulations mandate environmental protection for all federal agencies (excluding
Congress, the judiciary, and the President). They also require federal agencies to assist in
implementing the CEQ’s NEPA regulations by adopting policy and procedures consistent with
NEPA. The FAA has two such documents: FAA Orders 5050.4B, National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions, and 1050.1.F, Environmental Impacts:
Policies and Procedures.
The analysis and documentation provided in this EA enables the FAA to either issue a Finding
of No Significant Impact (FONSI), or, if additional analysis is necessary, require the preparation
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

6.3

STATE JURISDICTION

Typically, construction projects conducted in New Hampshire disturbing more than 100,000
square-feet of contiguous terrain are subject to approval from NHDES and conditions of the
Alteration of Terrain permit. The permit protects surface and groundwater resources and
drinking water supplies by controlling soil erosion and managing stormwater runoff.
There is no stump or root grubbing associated with obstruction removal activities proposed on
or off-airport. Trees will be cut as close to ground level as possible to avoid soil disturbance. It is
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possible, however, that stump grinding may be associated with off-airport obstruction removal
activities in residential areas in an effort to restore affected areas to match existing landscapes
within proposed easement locations as closely as possible. Stump grinding associated with tree
removal in easement areas is expected to be limited and will not trigger NHDES Alteration of
Terrain thresholds.
NHDES also regulates actions impacting wetlands within the State. However, tree removal
activities are not proposed in wetlands.

6.4

LOCAL JURISDICTION

The obstruction removal project proposed in this EA may be subject to the Claremont Planning
Board review. Coordination with local planning boards shall be undertaken to determine the
applicability of planning board standards to tree removal projects proposed in this EA. As the
management of timber will be under the jurisdiction of a municipality (City of Claremont), the
filing of a Notice of Intent to Cut is not required.
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APPENDIX A

Agency Correspondence

New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau

To:

Jacob Aaron
482 Payne Road Scarborough Court
Scarborough, ME 04074

Date: 6/15/2020

From: NH Natural Heritage Bureau
Re:

Review by NH Natural Heritage Bureau of request dated 6/15/2020
NHB File ID: NHB20-1772
Location:

Applicant: Claremont Municipal
Airport/City of Claremont

Tax Map(s)/Lot(s):
Claremont

Project Description:

The City of Claremont and Claremont Municipal Airport
are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to
address the potential environmental impacts associated
with proposed safety improvement projects to be
conducted at the airport. The proposed safety
improvement projects subject to the EA include the
acquisition of avigation easements and the associated
removal of trees obstructing Runway 11-29 protected air
surfaces.

The NH Natural Heritage database has been checked for records of rare species and exemplary natural
communities near the area mapped below. The species considered include those listed as Threatened or
Endangered by either the state of New Hampshire or the federal government. We currently have no recorded
occurrences for sensitive species near this project area.
A negative result (no record in our database) does not mean that a sensitive species is not present. Our data
can only tell you of known occurrences, based on information gathered by qualified biologists and reported to
our office. However, many areas have never been surveyed, or have only been surveyed for certain species.
An on-site survey would provide better information on what species and communities are indeed present.
This report is valid through 6/14/2021.

Department of Resources and Economic Development
Division of Forests and Lands
(603) 271-2214 fax: 271-6488

DRED/NHB
172 Pembroke Road
Concord NH 03301

New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau

MAP OF PROJECT BOUNDARIES FOR NHB FILE ID: NHB20-1772

Department of Resources and Economic Development
Division of Forests and Lands
(603) 271-2214 fax: 271-6488

DRED/NHB
172 Pembroke Road
Concord NH 03301

New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau

To:

Jacob Aaron
482 Payne Road Scarborough Court
Scarborough, ME 04074

Date: 6/15/2020

From: NH Natural Heritage Bureau
Re:

Review by NH Natural Heritage Bureau of request dated 6/15/2020
NHB File ID: NHB20-1774
Location:

Applicant: Claremont Municipal
Airport/City of Claremont

Tax Map(s)/Lot(s):
Claremont

Project Description:

The City of Claremont and Claremont Municipal Airport
are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to
address the potential environmental impacts associated
with proposed safety improvement projects to be
conducted at the airport. The proposed safety
improvement projects subject to the EA include the
acquisition of avigation easements and the associated
removal of trees obstructing Runway 11-29 protected air
surfaces.

The NH Natural Heritage database has been checked for records of rare species and exemplary natural
communities near the area mapped below. The species considered include those listed as Threatened or
Endangered by either the state of New Hampshire or the federal government. We currently have no recorded
occurrences for sensitive species near this project area.
A negative result (no record in our database) does not mean that a sensitive species is not present. Our data
can only tell you of known occurrences, based on information gathered by qualified biologists and reported to
our office. However, many areas have never been surveyed, or have only been surveyed for certain species.
An on-site survey would provide better information on what species and communities are indeed present.
This report is valid through 6/14/2021.

Department of Resources and Economic Development
Division of Forests and Lands
(603) 271-2214 fax: 271-6488

DRED/NHB
172 Pembroke Road
Concord NH 03301

New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau

MAP OF PROJECT BOUNDARIES FOR NHB FILE ID: NHB20-1774

Department of Resources and Economic Development
Division of Forests and Lands
(603) 271-2214 fax: 271-6488

DRED/NHB
172 Pembroke Road
Concord NH 03301
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Appendix B

APPENDIX B
Comments

B.2

Public Notice
The City of Claremont, Claremont Municipal Airport, and Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
have compiled a Final Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate potential
environmental impacts associated with proposed safety improvement projects planned for
Claremont Municipal Airport. The proposed project subject to this EA includes acquiring
avigation easements to remove trees located off airport property that are obstructing Runway
11-29 approach airspace.
The purpose of this document is to inform government agencies and the public of the likely
environmental consequences associated with proposed federal actions and their alternatives.
The EA assists with identifying the environmentally preferable alternative for the proposed
actions. The EA also provides the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT)
Bureau of Aeronautics and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) with the information
necessary to determine whether impacts associated with the proposed project has the
potential to contribute to cumulative impacts to the environment when considered with past
projects. Based on this determination, the NHDOT and FAA will either issue a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) or the agency will require the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) to further analyze the proposed projects and associated impacts.
Copies of the Draft EA have been made available for a 30-day public review and comment
period at the Claremont City Hall and an electronic copy of the Draft EA has also been posted
on the City’s website at https://www.claremontnh.com/municipal-airport. Public comments will
be accepted in writing or via email until 5 pm Monday, April 26, 2021. Public comments will
be submitted to the NHDOT & FAA for consideration and included in the Final EA.
Please forward comments to:
Gregg Cohen
Environmental Analyst
Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
2211Congress Street, Suite 380
Portland, ME. 04102
Phone: 207-887-3824
gregg.cohen@stantec.com

