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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MEETING
Thursday, January 16, 2020 6:00 PM
City Hall, Council Chambers, Claremont, NH

MINUTES
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved with changes 2/20/2020

Mr. Dickerman called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM and asked for a roll call.

I. Roll Call
Present: Gary Dickerman, Scott Magnuson, Kim Gogan, Eileen Skowronski, John Hurley
Absent: Steve Wood, Olivia Uyizeye

II. Election of Officers
Nomination for chair:  Ms. Skowronski nominated Mr. Dickerman for chair.  Ms. Gogan seconded the nomination and all were in favor.
Nomination for vice-chair: Mr. Hurley nominated Mr. Wood for vice-chair.  Ms. Skowronski seconded the nomination and all were in favor.  

III. Adopt 2020 Meeting Schedule
Motion: To adopt the 2020 meeting schedule as proposed
Made by: Mr. Magnuson	Second: Ms. Gogan
Vote: Unanimous in favor  

IV. Review of Minutes of Preceding Meeting(s)
a. 12/19/2019
Additions, Corrections, Amendments:
· Add the word “presentation” to the sentence on page 2:
Steve Wood attended a presentation given by County Forester Dode Gladders regarding forest management that takes into account possible consequences of climate change.
· Correct the spelling of Ben Kilham’s name on page 1
Motion: To approve the minutes as amended
Made by: Ms. Gogan	Second: Ms. Skowronski	
Vote: All in favor

V. Finance Report – no comments

VI. Public Comment – no comments

VII. Old Business
a. Invasives Strategy – Mr. Dickerman reached out to Lionel Chute and is waiting to hear back from him.

b. Public Programs – The cost of engaging Ben Kilham for a public program on black bears has been approved.  The program will be held on April 30th.  We will need space for 125 people.  The program will take about two hours.  Publicity should start about a month ahead of the event.

c. Pollinator Garden
There will be a meeting with Denise Egbert, Eileen Skowronski, Nancy Merrill and deForest regarding the design of the garden on Thursday, January 23rd.

d. Whitewater Watershed Committee
Mr. Magnuson said the committee had met last evening.  They are working on setting priorities.

e. VRAP
VRAP coordinator, Michele Condon, sent a copy of the testing results gathered by the commissioners during the 2019 sampling season.  The Commission reviewed the report, but was not certain about the significance or meaning of the data.

f. Stevens Brook Trail
A request for quotes has been developed, however it needs the length of the bridge added to it.  It should also specify that the bridge will be for pedestrian use only.  The deadline still needs to be set. 

VIII. New Business
The Commission viewed a YouTube video by Tom Beaudry highlighting erosion of the river bank along the Connecticut River above and below the Wilder, Bellows Falls, and Vernon dams.  Stretches of bank that have lost their riparian buffer are prone to severe erosion in response to the raising and lowering of the water level by the dams.  The soil that is lost to erosion, Glacial Lake Hitchcock soil, is considered some of the finest agricultural soil in the world.  

The Connecticut River Conservancy (CRC) is reaching out to all communities along the River that are affected by the operation of these dams and asking them to request that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) take the fluctuating water levels of the River (i.e. change the erosion model they have submitted as part of their application) and the resultant erosion into account during the relicensing review (which is currently underway).

The Commission agreed that action should be taken to prevent further loss of the prime agricultural soil and agreed to recommend that the City Council submit to the FERC the language of the resolution suggested by CRC.

Motion: To recommend that the Council submit the resolution to FERC as outlined by the CRC
Made by: Ms. Gogan		Second: Ms. Skowronski
Vote: Unanimous in favor

However, the Commission wanted to make the point that it is not only the fluctuating water levels that cause the erosion; the erosion is only successful where the buffers have been compromised or lost altogether.  It is inaccurate to lay all of the blame for excessive erosion on the dam operators.  It is critically important for individual property owners to take responsibility for protection of their share of the river bank by maintaining the buffer; and for towns along the River to adopt and/or enforce their buffer bylaws to ensure the buffer maintenance and thereby help prevent further loss of this valuable resource. 

IX. Communications
The Commission received a copy of a wetlands permit for Mr. Cross for work in the wetland on his property on Lafayette Street.  There were a large number of conditions placed on the permit.

X. Other Business
The legislature is back in session and there are a number of bills that are of interest to the Commission.  Once again, Mr. Hurley will take the lead on keeping the Commission informed on which bills to comment on and how best to do so.

XI. Future Agenda Items

XII. Adjournment
Motion: To adjourn the meeting
Made by: Ms. Gogan		Second: Mr. Magnuson	
Vote: All in favor

The meeting adjourned at 6:59PM.

Respectfully submitted,
deForest Bearse
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