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Sec. 16-76. - Title. &~

This article shall be known as the "Cemetery Rules and Regulations for the City of Claremont."

(Ord. No. 182, § 1, 5-10-78)

Sec. 16-77. - Purpose. &

The purpose of this article shall be to preserve the public peace and good order on lands

operated as municipal cemeteries by the city and to provide for the rules and regulations necessary
for the protection of lot and grave owners and for the proper conduct and good order of the
cemeteries.

(Ord. No. 182, § 2, 5-10-78)

Sec. 16-78. - Conduct in cemeteries. f’

No person shall:

Enter or leave a cemetery except through an established gate or entranceway.

Deposit rubbish or debris on cemetery grounds, except in receptacles provided.

Pick or mutilate any flowers, either wild or domestic, or disturb any tree, shrub, or other
plant material.



Use the cemeteries as picnic grounds, or consume alcoholic beverages in a cemetery,
or bring the same upon the premises.

Use any form of advertising on cemetery premises.

Discharge firearms or any other weapon in or adjacent to any cemetery. This
prohibition shall not apply to authorized volleys at burial services conducted by
recognized military organizations or associations of the United States.

In any way disturb, damage or deface any monument, stone, fence or other structure,
or property within any cemetery.

Allow any dog or other domestic animal to run at large within any cemetery.

No child under the age of ten (10) years shall be allowed in any cemetery unless
accompanied by an adult.

Horseback ride within or through the cemeteries and no person through fault or
neglect shall allow any stock to trespass within the cemeteries.

Be within the cemetery at any time other than daylight hours except cemetery
employees, police officers, or by authorization of the superintendent.

(Ord. No. 182, § 3, 5-10-78)

Sec. 16-79. - Traffic regulations. &'

(a)

No person shall operate or cause to operate any vehicle, including motor bikes, within a
cemetery except on roads designed for that purpose and no vehicle or motor bike shall be
driven at a speed in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour upon any roads within municipal
cemeteries. Nor shall any off-road vehicles (including scooters, go-carts, or snowmobiles) be
allowed within any cemetery.

No person shall enter any cemetery with a loaded truck, except the city maintenance crews,
unless permission has been received from the cemetery superintendent.

No person shall unload any stone, dirt or other material from trucks in any cemetery, except
the city maintenance crews in the normal discharge of their work, or encumber walks,
avenues, or places with such material, without express permission and consent of the
superintendent or his designated representative.

Any person operating a vehicle or motor bike within any cemetery shall be subject to all the
traffic laws of the city and the state applicable to motor vehicle operation.

(Ord. No. 182, § 4, 5-10-78)



Sec. 16-80. - Establishment of cemeteries.

(a)

Authority. The city council shall have the final authority for the establishment of cemeteries
within the city, and shall as the need arises set aside new ground areas for this purpose.

Existing cemeteries. The following named existing cemeteries shall be deemed to have been
established as municipal cemeteries:

(1)

Mountain View Cemetery

Union Cemetery

Pleasant Street Cemetery

Broad Street Cemetery

West Claremont Burying Ground

Platting of cemeteries. Before any new land is opened for cemetery use and the sale of lots,
the cemetery superintendent shall have such land area laid out showing the system of lots,
except that the layout for the West Claremont Burying Ground shall be designed and approved
by the West Claremont Burying Ground Association.

Lot size established. Lot sizes for the municipal cemeteries are hereby established as follows:
(1)
Single 3-grave lot, 10'x12" or 120 sq. ft.
(2)
Double 2-grave lot, 7'x12' or 84 sq. ft.
(3)
Single 1-grave lot, 3'6"x12' or 42 sq. ft.

Single grave lot sections shall be established within cemetery areas for those persons desiring single
graves, and for the use of the city for the burial of indigent persons.

(e)

Records. The cemetery superintendent shall keep records for each cemetery consisting of a
lot book, an index of lot owners, an interment register and a burial record. All such records
shall be kept at the superintendent's office and be kept current. In addition, the superintendent
shall keep any and all necessary records for the proper administration of the municipal
cemeteries.

(Ord. No. 182, § 5, 5-10-78; Ord. No. 312, art. I, § 5, 11-8-89)



Sec. 16-81. - Purchase of lots. "

(a)

Condition of lot purchases. Lots purchased in the laid-out sections of cemeteries of the city
shall be conveyed by special deed for burial purposes only, and shall be subject at all times to
the provisions of the city Charter, this Code, city ordinances, and applicable state laws. All lots
shall be taken in sequence providing no selection within a row of lots. Choice can be made
from among the various sections of the cemeteries. Lots within the West Claremont Burying
Ground shall not be sold until the necessity for use arises.

Purchase procedure. Lots in the laid-out cemeteries may be purchased from the cemetery
superintendent. Payment for lots purchased shall be evidenced by a deed prepared by the city
treasurer and signed by the cemetery superintendent. Each deed shall state the name of the
purchaser, purchase price, name of cemetery, number of the lot and section in which the lot is
located and shall contain a provision which prohibits resale of the lot without the written
consent of the city. Such consent may be given by the superintendent of cemeteries or the city
manager.

Records of cemeteries and purchase of lots. The keeping of records of the cemeteries of the
city shall be the responsibility of the superintendent of cemeteries. All maps showing laid-out
sections of each cemetery, records of lot ownership and burials shall be kept by the
superintendent of cemeteries. Copies of the deeds conveyed for lot purchases shall be
recorded by the city treasurer in a book provided for this purpose.

Transfer of lots. Lots previously sold may be resold to a new owner by a deed which contains
the following statement:

"The City of Claremont hereby consents to this conveyance.
"CITY OF CLAREMONT

"By:

After receiving his deed, the new owner shall present the deed to the city treasurer, who shall register

the change in ownership. No person shall be recognized as an owner, or part owner, unless the
change of ownership is so recorded.

(e)

(f)

Use of lots. No dogs, pets, or animals of any kind may be buried in city cemeteries.

Charge for lots and other services. The city manager shall draft a schedule of rates for lots
and other cemetery services which shall be submitted to the city council and which shall
become effective one (1) month after its submission unless vetoed by the council within that
period. The schedule of rates shall be made a part of these regulations and shall be on file in
the city clerk's office.

(Ord. No. 182, § 6, 5-10-78; Ord. No. 312, art. I, § 6, 11-8-89)



Sec. 16-82. - Cemetery maintenance. &

(a)

Responsibility of the city. The general maintenance of the cemeteries, designed to improve
and maintain their appearance and condition, shall be the responsibility of the city. It shall
include such items as the upkeep of drives, buildings, fences, spring and fall clean-up, raking
of leaves, and the general periodic mowing of grass.

Planting trees or shrubs prohibited. No trees or shrubs shall be planted in any lot in any
municipal cemetery by any person, except as hereinafter provided. Existing trees or shrubs
may be removed by the cemetery division if detrimental to the cemetery, adjoining lots or
inconvenience the care and maintenance of lots, except that cutting or removing trees and
shrubbery in the West Claremont Burying Ground shall require the prior consent of the West
Claremont Burying Ground Association. The cemetery superintendent may at his discretion
make such plantings as deemed appropriate to the aesthetics of the cemetery yet avoiding
increased maintenance costs. The West Claremont Burying Ground Association may, upon
prior notice to the cemetery superintendent, plant trees or shrubs in the West Claremont
Burying Ground.

Grading of lots. All grading of lots shall be done by the cemetery department, and no person
shall do any grading causing the surface of the ground to be raised above the existing height
of the surrounding area.

Curbs and fencing. No curbs or fences shall be permitted around any individual lot or group of
lots.

Monuments, markers and foundations. All municipal cemeteries shall be permitted to have
monuments, markers and cornerstones of such dimension and material as shall be approved
by the cemetery superintendent. All cornerstones and markers shall be set flush with the lawn
surface so that no part shall protrude above the surface of the ground and shall be set by
cemetery personnel. There shall be only one (1) corner post per lot. Foundations for
monuments shall be constructed of concrete by the cemetery department upon request. Those
requesting foundations shall make the request in writing stating the size of foundation desired.
No monument, marker, cornerstone, or any other obstruction shall be placed on any lot until
the lot is paid for in full. All work on monuments, markers, foundations, and lettering must be
done during the working hours of the cemetery department. However, if in the opinion of the
superintendent an unusual or emergency situation exists, the superintendent may permit work
of this nature to be performed during nonworking hours under the inspection and supervision
of the cemetery department, for which a charge which is on file in the city clerk's office will be
made by the cemetery department.

Beauitification. Plants, flowers, vases, urns, or potted plants may be placed upon any cemetery
lot subject to the approval of the cemetery superintendent. All such material will, however, be
removed for annual maintenance on November 1.



Entry by superintendent. Except for prior consent required from the West Claremont Burying
Ground Association for the West Claremont Burying Ground, the cemetery superintendent
may enter upon any lot and remove any shrub or tree that is deemed detrimental to the
cemetery or adjoining lots or unsightly or inconvenient to the public. He may enter upon any lot
and make any improvement deemed for the advantage of the grounds. Notice of removal of a
shrub or tree shall be given to the lot owner. Any lot owner who is aggrieved by the
determination of the cemetery superintendent may, within thirty (30) days of receipt of the
notice, appeal to the city council.

(Ord. No. 182, § 7, 5-10-78; Ord. No. 312, art. I, § 7, 11-8-89)

Sec. 16-83. - Burials. &’

(a)

Condition for burial. No burial shall take place without first a burial permit having been
obtained from the city clerk by the person making arrangements for a burial, and all conditions
of laws and ordinances having been complied with.

Preparation of grave. The preparation of graves and laying out of graveside ceremonial
material shall be the responsibility of the cemetery department. Any individual party or family
may request such preparation be dispensed with for their particular service.

Winter burials. The cemetery department will prepare graves for burial during the winter
months, weather and other circumstances permitting. In case circumstances are such that
burial cannot be made, temporary interment shall be in the cemetery vault. Temporary
interment will be available for local funeral directors on a first come first serve basis due to
limited space. Permanent interments must be made by May 15.

Notice and time of interment. Notice of interment must be given to the cemetery
superintendent at least twelve (12) working hours in advance. Burials shall take place between
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturday's excepting extremely unusual cases approved by both the cemetery superintendent
and the city manager.

Burials on Sunday or legal holidays. Because of the problems inherent with Sunday or legal
holiday work, no burials shall be permitted on such days, except where extenuating
circumstances exist in any particular case, and then shall be allowed only at the discretion of
both the cemetery superintendent and the city manager subject to the fees which are on file in
the city clerk's office.

City not responsible. Neither the city nor the cemetery department shall be responsible for
errors in locations of graves on lots arising from improper instructions from persons making
arrangements. In all cases orders for grave openings shall be communicated to the cemetery
department in writing. Orders from funeral directors shall be construed as orders from owners.



Outside burials. In matters pertaining to burials coming into the city from outside agencies,
unless the exact lot and grave location is ordered with sufficient identification to the
satisfaction of the cemetery department, the body will be entombed pending proper
arrangements.

Vaults. Concrete vaults, or concrete grave boxes or their equal, approved by the cemetery
superintendent, shall be required for all burials in the cemeteries.

(Ord. No. 182, § 8(h), 5-10-78; Ord. No. 252, § 1, 5-8-85)

Sec. 16-84. - Care of lots. &

(a)

Perpetual care required. All cemetery lots shall require a perpetual care trust fund reserved in
the name of the lot owner for the maintenance and care of such lots.

Purchase of perpetual care. Perpetual care trust funds for the care and maintenance of lots
shall be purchased from the city treasurer and such funds shall be held in trust, the income
thereof to be used by the city for perpetual care services, in accordance with the city Charter
and applicable state laws.

Perpetual care prerequisite to burial. Owners of cemetery lots purchased without perpetual
care will be required to obtain perpetual care service before a grave opening will be performed
on their lots. Such owners may secure perpetual care service by applying to the city treasurer
for the acceptance of a sum sufficient to provide the income necessary for the care and
maintenance of the lot as established in the schedule of rates which are on file in the city
clerk's office.

Definition. The care and maintenance of lots, whether perpetual or ordinary, shall include the
mowing and trimming of grass at reasonable intervals, the raking and cleaning of lots, and the
grading and seeding of lots. Perpetual or ordinary care shall not include the maintenance or
repair of any monuments, stones, markers or walls, nor the planting or care of flowers or
shrubs.

(Ord. No. 182, § 9, 5-10-78)

Sec. 16-85. - Damaging cemetery property. &’

No person shall have the right to alter or destroy cemetery property. Any person damaging

any cemetery property shall be liable for any damages incurred.

(Ord. No. 182, § 10(B), 5-10-78)

Sec. 16-86. - Penalty for violation. &’

Any person convicted of a violation of this article shall be subject to punishment as provided in

section 1-12.

(Ord. No. 182, § 10(A), 5-10-78)



Secs. 16-87—16-100. - Reserved. &

FOOTNOTE(S):



