
 
 

Charter Commission 
March 28, 2014 

APPROVED April 25, 2014 
 
The Charter Commission met in the Claremont City Hall Council Chambers on March 
28, 2014.  Chairman George Caccavaro called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
The following members were present:  Russell Fowler; Raymond Gagnon; Ronald 
Gilbert; Cynthia Howard; Nicholas Koloski; Paul LaCasse; Philip Osgood; Robert Porter 
and George Caccavaro, Chairman. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present. 
 
Public Forum 
 
Bernie Folta expressed concerns for the election process and availability of information 
under a new form of government. 
 
AJ Maranville proposed stipends for aldermen and mayor.  Stated there are people in 
Claremont qualified to do this job. 
 
NOTE TO MINUTES: ALL MOTIONS TO ADOPT ARE CONSIDERED AS TENATIVE 
ADOPTION SUBJECT TO FINAL REVIEW 
 
Discussion held on Manchester and Nashua Charters.  After discussion a MOTION was 
made by J Osgood, SECONDED by Ronald Gilbert to adopt the Manchester Charter as 
our template.  MOTION PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 
 
Manchester Charter Revisions 
 

 MOTION by C Howard, SECONDED by Joe Osgood that Board of Aldermen 
should be 2 from each ward, 2 at-large and a mayor for total of 9.  Discussion 
was held MOTION CARRIED 7-1 (Gagnon), Chair abstained. 

 Preamble accepted as written – MOTION by Mrs. Howard, SECONDED by Mr. 
Osgood, MOTION CARRIED unanimously. 

 Sect. 1.01 incorporation &1.02 General Powers PASSED as written on a 
MOTION by Ronald Gilbert, SECONDED By Paul LaCasse. 

 Sect. 2.01-Governing Body- MOTION to accept as written, SECONDED and 
CARRIED unanimously.  
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 Sect 2:02 Composition-(a) changed 14 to 8, changed “one from each of 12 
wards” to read “2 from each of 3 wards.”  MOTION was SECOND and CARRIED 
unanimously with Chair abstaining.  

 Sect.2.02 (add words “and a qualified voter of the ward” to end of (b).  MOTION 
by Nick Koloski, SECONDED Joe Osgood to adopt Sect 2.02 as amended.  
PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect.2.03 Powers and Duties adopted as written on a motion by Bob Porter, 
SECONDED by Joe Osgood, PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect. 2.04 Power to Delegate Authority.  Adopt as written on a MOTION by Bob 
Porter, SECONDED by Ray Gagnon, PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect. 2.05 Vacancies- on HOLD pending further information. 

 Sect.2.06 Meetings-Change (b) to remove (8 aldermen) and insert (5 aldermen) 
and adopt (a) & (c) as written.  MOTION by Bob Porter, SECONDED by Paul 
LaCasse, PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect. 2.07 Eligibility and Term-MOTION by Paul LaCasse, SECONDED by Bob 
Porter to adopt as written.  PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect. 2.08 Powers and Duties-Delete (c) re-letter remaining clauses, PASSED 8-
0 with Chair abstaining, on a MOTION by Bob Porter, SECONDED by Ronald 
Gilbert.  

 Sect.2.09 Veto Power-Adopt as written on a MOTION by Joe Osgood, 
SECONDED by Ronald Gilbert, PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 Sect 2.10 Appointments-(a) HOLD for proposed language from Joe Osgood, (b) 
change 8 aldermen to 5, (c) okay as written.  MOTION made by Bob Porter, 
SECONDED by Nick Koloski to adopt as amended.  PASSED 8-0, Chair 
abstained. 

 Sect. 2.11 Removals - (a) change “9 members” to 6, (b) & (c) okay as written.  
MOTION by Bob Porter, SECONDED by Ronald Gilbert to adopt as amended.  
PASSED 8-0, Chair abstained. 

 
A MOTION was MADE, SECOND and VOTED to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
George Caccavaro Jr 
Chairman, Charter Commission 
 


