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Madam Chair Lovett called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Members of the committee present were: 
 
Ward I Councilor Caroyln Towle 
Ward II Councilor Charlene Lovett 
At Large Councilor James Reed  
State Rep. of NH Ray Gagnon 
 
Review of minutes of the 12th and 20th of August: 
 
Madam Chair asked that we review the minutes at the next meeting on September 3rd as she had not 
gotten the minutes from the 12th nor did she present minutes to us for the 20th meeting. 
 
All members agreed. 
 
Members of the public present at meeting were NH State Rep.  Andrew O'Hearne (resident). 
 
Ms. Lovett handed out an initial report to members of the committee and public. This was information 
that we had gathered and collected in a 5-week period and, once reviewed by the committee, would be 
presented to the City Council the next night. 
    
We talked about type of presentation to the Council - slide show, bullet point presentation, or verbal 
with report.  
 
First thing is to inform the Council and the Public since committee meetings are not televised. 
 
Second thing is to state where we are going after the initial report is presented to Council. 
 
It was decided that Ms. Lovett would do the verbal presentation to the Council. 
 
Open for public comment: 
 
Mr. O’Hearne stated the day after the 20th meeting he went down to the train stop.  He observed a lot 
more people getting on and off the stop at the 11:42am time. 
 
Ms. Lovett stated she spoke with a longtime resident who did not know we even had a train stop. 
 
Mr. Gagnon stated he put a clip of the train coming in on face book and there was a person who also did 
not know of the stop. 
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Mr. O'Hearne also stated that the signage at the Main St intersection of Plains Rd. lists the train stop at 
the bottom in brown, but by the time you get through reading the list you have passed your turn to the 
train stop. 
 
Ms. Lovett mentioned the Urban Compact Zone (UCZ) update: 
We need our signs to be outside the UCZ for the Community Signage to be as effective as possible.  
 
Mr. Gagnon stated we could contact NH DOT and then the Legislators and the DOT Rail. 
 
Ms. Lovett said we need to do a follow up on this. 
 
Mr. Gagnon was going to work on getting permission from the State of NH for our Community Signage 
(approximately 5-6 signs) to be placed outside the UCZ. 
 
Ms. Towle suggested we all as a Committee take a ride together throughout the City to define where the 
best locations for the Community signage is - either in or outside of the UCZ.   
 
It was discussed that on September 3rd  at 6:00 pm we take a road trip throughout Claremont to locate 
the best possible locations for the signage. 
 
Ms. Lovett reviewed the main points of the Initial Report.  This report will be on record along with our 
minutes. 
 
Ms. Lovett said we need to get the E-Ticker involved.  We need to tap into the key stakeholders. 
 
She got two emails from the Young Professionals of Sullivan County who want to volunteer. 
 
Ms. Towle mentioned that Amtrak did a test run for loading and off-loading bicycles to see if it could 
be done in a timely manner. 
   
Ms. Gagnon mentioned he was at the NH Passenger Rail Authority  meeting this past Friday and 
NNEIRI will be holding a second conference call soon in September.  We should check to see if Zach 
Williams (Planning and Development) is aware of this.  At his last meeting with the Rail Authority, Mr. 
Gagnon mentioned the Committee’s work.  Members of the Authority were excited and glad to hear of 
this, and offered their support.  They would like to receive a copy of our report. 
 
Mr. Lovett said we need to establish, on the road trip, the number of signs needed so that we can place 
the signage order with Amtrak.  
 
Mr. Gagnon said we should invite Nancy Merrill (Director, Planning and Development) and/or Zach 
Williams (Planning and Development), as well as DPW to join us on the road trip.  
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We should also invite them to our meetings periodically to share updates regarding our work and their 
progress concerning the NNEIRI initiative.  This will promote collaboration between the City and City 
Council. 
 
Mr. Reed agreed that we should invite Planning and Development and DPW to be a part of this with us. 
It is important to the economic development and growth of our City. 
 
Mr. Gagnon said that Zach William is the point guy on this.  
 
Mr. Gagnon mentioned the potential reconfiguration of the Vermonter Line in the Massachusetts area as 
discussed by the NH Passenger Rail Authority.  It would save about thirty minutes in travel time. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Gagnon, and seconded by Ms. Towle to adjourn. 
 
Voice vote 4-0 motion passes   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:02 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
James P. Reed Jr.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


