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The Claremont City Council held a meeting on Wednesday, April 10, 2013, in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Neilsen at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Members of the Council present were: 
 
At-Large Councilor Keith Raymond 
Ward I Councilor Victor Bergeron 
Ward III Councilor Nicholas Koloski 
Assistant Mayor Andrew Austin 
Mayor James Neilsen, IV 
Ward II Councilor Roger Formidoni 
At-Large Councilor Kyle Messier  
At-Large Councilor Thomas Burnham 
 
Absent: 
 
At-Large Councilor Christopher Irish 
 
Also present were:   
 
Guy Santagate, City Manager 
Jane Taylor, City Solicitor 
 
MAYOR’S NOTES 
 
Mayor Neilsen expressed sympathy to the family of Bruce Edwards who recently passed away.  
Mr. Edwards was a soccer coach who coached Mayor Neilsen’s son. 
 
Mr. Bergeron said the Claremont Kiwanis Club held an essay contest for Claremont Savings 
Bank Community Center (CSBCC) membership scholarship(s).  He read essays from Andrew 
who is in the 6th grade and from Eric. 
 
At 6:32 p.m. Ms. Messier arrived. 
 
Mr. Burnham thanked the public for voting for the school renovation project.  He talked about 
the CSBCC and he believes the school bond passed because of the opening of the CSBCC. 
 
 Claremont School Board Update 
 
David Putnam, Ward 2, said the school had recently hired construction manager Trumbull 
Nelson.  The owner’s rep is Steve Horton from Walpole.  Next, the school will be hiring a civil 
engineer.  Johnson Controls will change the heating systems for five buildings (high school, 
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middle school and three elementary buildings).  They will do an engineering study to determine 
the savings that will pay for the bond.  Stevens High School will have a pellet heating system 
with propane back up; Claremont Middle School will have a new heating system and perhaps 
new windows; the three elementary schools will have new heating systems.  The Building 
Committee will be made up of eight members:  himself, Heather Irish, two citizens to be 
appointed, four staff members, architect and owner’s rep.  The school’s website will be updated 
to follow the construction. 
 
 Road Scholars 
 
Mayor Neilsen recognized two Road Scholars from the Public Works Department:  Dan Miller, 
Senior Road Scholar and Kevin Minkler, Road Scholar 2. 
 
Bruce Temple, Public Works Director, said the two men were not able to be at the Council 
meeting.  He thanked the Council on behalf of the Public Works staff and these two men. 
 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Austin to accept the minutes of 
the March 13 and 27, 2013, City Council meetings. 
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 
APPOINTMENT TO BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

New Community Center Update   
 
Scott Hausler, Parks and Recreation Director, talked about Recreation Department Expenditures 
and Revenues as well as Community Center Sales and Memberships.  January-March (not closed 
out) expenditures $194,199.95 and revenues $213,299.74; total members 3,051 and # of sales 
(units) 1,380; proforma was 689 units; POS (point of sale):  daily admission in March 1976, net 
revenue POS $8,242.00, total net revenue package $286,836.00, net revenue paid package 
$199,474.06.  Non-resident usage:  15% of total.  As of Monday there were 1,468 units which is 
3,249 members. 
 
Ms. Messier asked if there is a maximum capacity.  Mr. Hausler said the professionals from 
Ballard & King said the goal is to have 10% of our population in units.  Which is about 1,300 
units.   
 
Mr. Formidoni asked where the people who make up the 15% non-resident usage are coming 
from.  Mr. Hausler said the surrounding area. 
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Mr. Austin said this is exceeding expectations, so do we have a plan to develop a reserve fund.  
Mr. Hausler said we need to get through the next 18 months to see where it plays out.  Pro forma 
is not just membership, but also other programs offered at the facility.  Mr. Santagate said we 
want to make sure we have ample reserve for replacement of equipment, etc., but we need to 
wait at least a year to see.  We will come back to the Council to set up the dollar amount for 
replacements.  It is very encouraging.  So far there is a parking issue, but we will work to solve 
it.   
 
Mr. Raymond thanked Mr. Hausler; it is encouraging to see the positive numbers and he thanked 
Claremont Savings Banks for help getting this done.  He noted different things are happening in 
Claremont (i.e. CSBCC, school bond, new president at River Valley Community College, and a 
new president and CEO at Valley Regional Hospital).  Things are going to get better. 
 
Mr. Bergeron gave out congratulations for holding the City Employee Health and Wellness Fair 
there.  He has been getting positive comments from citizens about the facility. 
 
Mr. Koloski said a citizen had asked if there were any days for members only or can day passes 
be purchased everyday.  Mr. Hausler said day passes are available every day. 
 
Bernie Folta, Ward 3, talked about tracking usage (i.e. daily, seasonal).  Mr. Koloski said it is 
already being tracked.  Mr. Hausler said they are able to track usage in many ways.  They had 
over 16,000 visits in the month of March. 
 

Ordinance 531 Revise & Readopt Chapter 22, Zoning – Second Reading – Public 
Hearing  

 
The purpose of this proposal is to adopt the recommendations of the City Center Steering 
Committees for rezoning of the City Center and make such changes to Chapter 22 as are 
necessary to implement these recommendations and to bring the zoning ordinance into 
compliance with state law and regulation.   
 
Enactment of this Ordinance will:  1) revise those portions of the zoning ordinance that govern 
land use in the City Center; 2) provide the basis for development and redevelopment of the City 
Center according to updated standards for planning and review; 3) reduce the number of 
overlapping and redundant zoning districts in the City Center; 4) provide additional development 
options in the City Center zoning districts; 5) provide the opportunity for re-development and 
rehabilitation of existing structures and encourage new development in the City Center; and 6) 
bring the zoning ordinance into compliance with state law. 
 
The Planning Board, by unanimous vote on February 25, 2013, has recommended approval of 
the proposed ordinance. 
 
Nancy Merrill, Planning and Development Director, said that this fixes a lot of issues and will 
help economic development.  She strongly recommended passage.   
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A motion was made by Mr. Bergeron and seconded by Mr. Raymond to adopt Ordinance 
531 Revise & Readopt Chapter 22, Zoning.   
 
Mr. Bergeron read the explanation of proposed action into the record. 
 
Mayor Neilsen opened the public hearing. 
 
Cynthia Howard, Ward 2, asked specific questions about the ordinance and was answered by 
City staff.  Mayor Neilsen said this is within the city center.  The thinking was to make things a 
little less restrictive to promote growth in that area.  The zoning was reduced from 11 zones to 6 
and this is only for the city center area.  Ms. Howard talked about the industrial zone.  Mayor 
Neilsen said this is for the city center, but there are two other studies going on that will address 
the business district and possibly the industrial park.  Ms. Howard said some of the language 
should be changed from a mandate to voluntary.   
 
Mr. Burnham said this is strictly for the city center to control zoning and to try to move the City 
forward.   
 
Mayor Neilsen said it has been about 40 years since the zoning ordinance was done and there 
have been significant changes.  From the Planning Board’s perspective, they felt this was a 
positive step forward. 
 
Mr. Koloski asked about the amount of time that has gone into this document.  Ms. Merrill 
thanked the 12 members of the steering committee.  The work was done over two years.  Mr. 
Koloski said the steering committee worked with the Cecil Group and then sent the ordinance to 
the Planning Board and then it came before the Council.  A lot of work has gone into this. 
 
Mr. Putnam said people had mentioned the important things that have gone on in Claremont (i.e. 
school bond, new community center, etc.) and this zoning is as important for changing our City.  
This opens our doors for business.  It makes the process more streamlined. 
 
Mr. Koloski agreed with Mr. Putnam.  Outside developers have been watching this closely.  Our 
process has not always been user friendly, but this is a tremendous step in the right direction. 
 
Roll call vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Welfare Guidelines 
 
Suzanne Carr, Welfare Director, said Welfare Guidelines are required by law.  This contains 
three major changes.  1) The City will no longer pay security deposits for clients; 2) We will 
require inspections before making payments to landlords; and 3) We’ve changed the maximum 
allowable rents.  The rest was language changes and housekeeping.  A copy was provided to 
Legal Assistance and we haven’t heard that they have any issues with the changes. 
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Mr. Santagate noted that this document incorporates some suggestions from the Council.  This 
streamlines the process. 
 
Mayor Neilsen thanked Mr. Koloski for “chasing the checkbook” and that lead to some changes. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Koloski that the Claremont 
City Council, pursuant to RSA 165:1, hereby adopts the written guidelines relative to 
general assistance, as presented, including any attachment thereto and hereby authorizes 
the city manager, or his designees, to take such actions as may be necessary to implement 
and enforce said guidelines. 
 
Mr. Bergeron asked about questioning clients where they are coming from.  Ms. Carr said that 
question is on the application.  She cannot require residency in order to receive assistance.   
 
Mr. Koloski thanked Ms. Carr for the work she did on this. 
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Motion re:  Workers’ Compensation Coverage  
 
Ms. Carr said this is a subset of the Welfare Guidelines.  This is to remove workers’ 
compensation coverage for workfare clients. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Koloski that the Claremont 
City Council, pursuant to RSA 281-A:2(b), hereby affirmatively votes to make the 
provisions of RSA 281-A not applicable to the City's welfare work program participants as 
set forth in the City's Welfare Guidelines, adopted pursuant to RSA 165:1, II. 
 
Mr. Koloski asked how workfare clients are covered if they are injured.  Ms. Taylor said because 
they are not paid employees under Workers’ Compensation, medical costs would be covered by 
the emergency room, Medicare or Medicaid, depending on the client’s qualification. 
 
Mr. Formidoni asked about the medical needs being covered.  Ms. Taylor said they would not be 
covered by the City’s Workers’ Compensation.  Ms. Carr said they would go to the ER, or do 
whatever they needed to do, if there were an injury.   
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 
CITIZEN’S FORUM 
 
Mike Tetu, Ward 1, said he hadn’t met with the City Manager so there was no progress to report 
referencing the fence at the Community Garden.  He said he is still willing to do something 
there.  Mr. Santagate said we were waiting for a recommendation from Primex.  Mr. Tetu said he 
and the neighbors agreed that there is a steep drop off and sumac in the area.  He wants to make 
sure it is mowed so that the fence can be seen.  Mr. Santagate said for the fence we will have to 
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wait for Primex’s response, but as far as the mowing is concerned, we can do that right away.  
Mr. Tetu said he wants Council approval.  Mayor Neilsen suggested Mr. Tetu sign a volunteer 
waiver and then it could go before the Council to be ratified.  Mayor Neilsen said the agreement 
could be accepted for a certain timeframe as was done for the Community Garden.   
 
Steve Raymond, Ward 1, asked about the liability if Council agreed to Mr. Tetu’s request.  
Mayor Neilsen said that is what the waiver is for. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

UVLSRPC Update – Christine Walker, Executive Director 
 
Mr. Santagate introduced Christine Walker, Executive Director of Upper Valley Lake Sunapee 
Regional Planning Commission (RPC).  The City of Claremont is a member of the RPC.  Mike 
McCrory, Interim City Planner, is an employee of the RPC.  Mr. Santagate said Ms. Walker is 
here to update us on the plans for the region. 
 
Ms. Walker showed a PowerPoint presentation titled, Your Regional Future – Part of a Granite 
State Future, which explained the RPC’s effort to update its Regional Plan. 
 

• Your Regional Future – Part of a Granite State Future 
• How do We Keep What We Value 
• Increase Prosperity and Opportunity for Success 
• And Provide for the Future 

o Since 1963 the Regional Commission has existed to assist municipalities 
throughout the region 

o The last regional plan was amended in 2005 
o In 2011 the nine Regional Planning Commissions in New Hampshire were 

successful in receiving funding to embark on A Granite State Future to: 
 Listen to the needs of the region 
 Identify assets to build upon 
 Efficiently use resources available to the region 

• Goals: 
o Use local Master Plans as a starting point to frame community visions 
o Listen to the needs and issues of people within the region 
o Gain an understanding of the values that are shared throughout the region 
o Consult existing statewide plans to understand issues that face all of New 

Hampshire 
o Enhance economic competitiveness 
o Improve the transportation networks in the region 
o Increase possibilities for a variety of housing options and price levels 
o Improve regional coordination and planning efforts 
o Integrate housing, transportation, land use, environmental, economic development 

issues in a way that assists communities to see their visions realized  
• Why is our region coordinating with state efforts 
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o To provide statewide opportunities to participate 
o It will be important for all nine Regional Planning Commissions to structure the 

regional plan so that it is understandable by anyone and is consistent 
o To reduce redundancies in data collection 
o To efficiently report to funders and be accountable for public dollars 
o To coordinate resources to help sort through existing statewide plans and 

strategies 
o To create a common communication framework so it is understandable how 

various initiatives work together throughout the state  
• Other Agencies Providing Information 
• What Will Result From All This Effort  

o A common understanding of what is important and valued within the region 
o A strategy outlining projects that, when implemented, will create successful and 

vibrant communities 
o Efficient use of limited resources through targeted investment in assets and 

infrastructure that are important to the people within the region 
o Understanding the capacities and assets of the region’s resources including: 

 Housing 
 Transportation 
 Water and sewer infrastructure 
 Natural resources 
 Economic opportunities 
 Energy 
 Telecommunications 

• Start with Oversight by Outreach Committee and End with UVLSRPC Adoption 
• Outreach Committee 
• Community Events 
• Review of Municipal Master Plans 

o Review of twenty-seven Master Plans 
o About 41% of communities have not updated their Master Plan in the last 10 

years 
o Outlined the values, goals and strategies 
o Findings to date 

 Compiled feedback from public outreach 
 Online public input 
 Develop values publication 
 Asking for feedback 
 Meeting with municipal officials 
 Holding public forums 

• Forum on the future 
• How to participate 

o http://regionalplan.uvlsrpc.org/regional-forum/ 
o Invite us to events to listen to regional issues  
o Participate in public forums 
o Let your representatives know your issues 
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Mr. Koloski asked how important it was for the community to be involved with the RPC.  Ms. 
Walker said every community can have two or more commissioners.  A lot of collaboration 
happens at the meetings.  It is a matter of oversight.  The Transportation Advisory Committee 
just finished the prioritization of the 10-year plan.  The top priorities in the area are two bridges 
going over the Connecticut River.  Mr. Koloski said Claremont has two vacancies on the 
UVLSRPC in case anyone wants to serve.  Mayor Neilsen said the application is available on the 
City’s website. 
 
Ms. Walker said the Planning Board nominates members and then the Council approves them. 
 
Bernie Folta, Ward 3, said for seven years he was one of the Claremont Commissioners to the 
RPC.  He still “bird dogs” the work on the Regional Plan.  The RPC consists of 27 communities.  
We are interconnected especially for jobs.  He highlighted the regionality of jobs.  He talked 
about urban/rural dichotomy, consensus in the region, and about recommendations.  He said we 
need to make sure people are satisfied of the view of what Claremont should or should not be.  
He said the Master Plan is getting outdated.  The Master Plan is Claremont’s own consensus of 
what Claremont should be.  It is important that our voices be heard at the regional level. 
 
Ms. Walker said another project the RPC is helping with is to look at culvert sizes along the 
Sugar River watershed.  Notices will go out to certain residents about a meeting on May 30th for 
information. 
 

Attorney General’s office re:  GCC Trust  
 
Ms. Taylor said Terry Knowles, Assistant Director of the Charitable Trust Unit of the Attorney 
General’s (AG) office, was not able to be at the meeting.  When the Attorney General’s office 
signs off on it, Ms. Taylor will file the Cy Pres document with the Court. 
 
Mr. Bergeron said it would be worthwhile for Ms. Knowles to come to talk to the Council.  Ms. 
Taylor said she can ask her. 
 
There was discussion about Mary Goodwin’s will.  Ms. Taylor noted the last of the funds from 
the Goodwin trust were expended in the late 1970s. 
 
James Feleen, Ward 2, said this was two different things:  the will and the gift of the building.  
The brick building, land and $25,000 was given in the form of a deed.  That deed contained six 
restrictions on how the property can be used (basically, it has to be used as a community center).  
In her will, Mrs. Goodwin left the City money for the upkeep of the Goodwin Community 
Center.  The money has been spent so the trust under the will is done and gone.  He said treating 
the original gift as a trust (just because the Attorney General said it is a trust) narrows the options 
for the City.  There are options other than Cy Pres such as a quiet title petition.  The six 
restrictions have been satisfied and there is a new community center which still complies with 
Mrs. Goodwin’s wishes, so the City should ask for the restrictions to be lifted.  This is making a 
mountain out of a mole hill, in his opinion. 
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There was discussion about the two ways to deal with the trust.  Council had previously given 
Ms. Taylor authority to go forward with the Cy Pres process.  Ms. Taylor said she doesn’t think 
the quiet title is the appropriate road to follow.  It would cause a very long drawn out process 
because the AG’s office will fight us on it.   
 
Mayor Neilsen talked about pursuing both avenues at the same time.  Ms. Taylor said she asked 
the AG’s office if a quiet title was the way to go and they said no and they would object to it.  
She will renew the invitation to Ms. Knowles. 
 
Mayor Neilsen asked if there were a way to get a ruling quicker.  Ms. Taylor said in this county 
we have a part-time probate judge and it is very busy. 
 
Bernie Folta, Ward 3, suggested getting an opinion from the Local Government Center and “go 
two out of three.”    
 
Mr. Feleen, Ward 2, said the AG’s role is to protect the citizens of the state and represent the 
Governor.  He agreed with Mr. Folta.  It is up to a judge to decide if this is a trust. 
 

Sullivan County ATV Club Annual Trail Permission 
 
Mark Carrier, Sullivan County ATV Club, said they were here to renew the annual trail 
permissions. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Austin that the Claremont City 
Council, pursuant to RSA 215-A:15, hereby authorizes the city manager, or his designees, 
to take such actions as may be necessary to issue a written Permission for Wheeled Vehicle 
Trail Access to the Sullivan County ATV Club for a period of one year from the expiration 
of the current Permission.  This Permission is for use of designated City-owned land and 
class VI highways, which lists are to be included with the Permission Form and is subject to 
all City and state rules and regulations pertaining to use of ATVs and other off-highway 
recreational vehicles on public property.  This Permission is granted subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. Arrowhead Trails may be used only if Permission is also granted for use of property 
commonly known as the “Dunn Field” off Chestnut St.; 

2.  The City may close one or more trails to ATV use for reasons including but not 
limited to trail conditions, maintenance and public safety. 

 
Mr. Bergeron asked if there were any new ones trails.  Mr. Carrier said no. 
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
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Sullivan County ATV Club – Veterans Park Rd. Rail Connector  
 
The Sullivan County ATV Club requested approval to allow ATVs (all terrain vehicles) to use 
Veterans Park Road (near the outdoor pool up to the Class VI portion of Cat Hole Road) as a 
trail connector.  Parking at Cat Hole is at a premium since losing the use of Mercier property 
which had provided a connector.  This will slow down ATVers who drive fast on the road in 
order to avoid police.  This would make it easier for riders to get to food and fuel locations.  
Parking is easier at Burger King instead of at Cat Hole.   
 
Mayor Neilsen asked Bruce Temple, Public Works Director, for his opinion.  Mr. Temple said 
the City doesn’t maintain Class VI roads.  The top of Cat Hole was cleared out to allow 
snowplows to turn around.  There is not a lot of room for trucks with trailers.  This is a missing 
link from the outdoor pool to Cat Hole.  In reference to road maintenance, he doesn’t see a 
problem.  Running on the shoulder might be, but there has been no problem so far.  He said the 
Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) had some concerns about the ATVs on the road. 
 
Mr. Santagate asked SCATV about taking this back to the TAC which meets the first week of 
May and to reschedule it for next month’s Council agenda.  Mr. Carrier said it wouldn’t be a 
problem.   
 
Mayor Neilsen asked about club enforcement.  Mr. Carrier said they have a trail patrol.  They 
can report vehicles not following the rules, but they cannot issue tickets.   
 
Mr. Santagate said the Police Chief was not at the Council meeting, so Mr. Santagate didn’t want 
to speak for him.  He asked for the time to work on this unless Council felt otherwise.  Mayor 
Neilsen said if they were willing to monitor speed control, that might be the biggest issue.   
 
Vernon Brigham, President Mount Moosilauke ATV Club in Warren, NH, said theirs was the 
first town in the state that allowed ATVs to run on town roads; they have been doing so for 10 
years and there have been no problems.  There is a positive economic impact to having ATVs in 
the community. 
 
Robert Barber, Connecticut, agreed with the positive economic impact (i.e. fuel, restaurants and 
stores).  Being able to get to Cat Hole opens up about 50 miles of trails.  He hopes this gets 
approved. 
 
Toni Lambert, Plainfield, said they ride in Claremont quite a bit.  Driving up to Cat Hole with 
trailers is a challenge.  This would improve the ride. 
 
Kim Shaw, Secretary NH ATV Club, speaking on her own behalf, suggested the trail patrol can 
write down plate numbers and models of the offending ATVs and turn them into the police for 
their action. 
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Mr. Bergeron asked if this was discussed by the TAC.  Mr. Santagate said it has been discussed 
twice.  Mr. Bergeron said it has been discussed and there are no objections.  Mayor Neilsen said 
he has no problem with it being approved. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Formidoni to allow Sullivan 
County ATV Club to have use of Veterans Park Road from the outdoor pool to Cat Hole 
with speed limit signs posted.  This is to run concurrent with the previously approved trail 
agreement and to add this connector trail to their trail list. 
 
Ms. Taylor said the reason we give the Annual Wheeled Vehicle Trail Permission is to get 
coverage under the state’s $2 million insurance policy.  She said she doesn’t know if that covers 
ATV use on public roads.  Also, she doesn’t know if Primex will cover us for use on the public 
highway. 
 
Mr. Brigham said as long as it is a connector trail connecting two trails, it makes it a link which 
makes it a part of the trail system and it is covered.  Mayor Neilsen said if the ATV speed signs 
are posted, that stretch would be recognized as part of the trail. 
 
Mr. Koloski said he will vote no because waiting two weeks for the TAC was not a problem with 
Mr. Carrier and Mr. Koloski does not want to cut the Police Chief out of this.   
 
Mr. Raymond noted that at any time the City can close the trail if necessary. 
 
Ms. Messier said she will vote no.  She would like to hear information from City officials.   
 
Mayor Neilsen said it already went before the TAC and if there were an issue, it would have 
been brought forward.   
 
Mr. Austin asked about interactions with traffic. 
 
Mr. Brigham said most machines have mirrors and when they see a car, they move over to let the 
cars drive past. 
 
Walter Alhart, SCATV Trail Patrol, said the opening date is May 24th.  If this is approved 
tonight, the ATVers won’t need to come back and there is a problem, the City can pull it back 
next month. 
 
Mr. Koloski said if they act tonight and it fails, it doesn’t come back.  If so, he will change his 
stance and vote yes.  Ms. Taylor said this would have to be added to the map. 
 
Mr. Bergeron asked if this passed tonight, would SCATV be willing to go before the TAC again 
if requested.  Mr. Carrier said yes. 
 
Mr. Raymond asked when they start riding.  Mr. Carrier said May 23. 
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There was a discussion about amending the motion.  Mr. Raymond withdrew his motion and 
Mr. Formidoni withdrew his second.    
 
Mayor Neilsen said Mr. Santagate said the TAC can be called to meet within a couple of weeks 
and then put this back on the agenda; or Council can vote on this tonight, SCATV can meet with 
the TAC and if there any concerns that can’t be resolved, Council can withdraw its approval at a 
later day. 
 
There was discussion about this already going to the TAC.  Fire Chief Rick Bergeron said his 
concern was insurance liability and that was supposed to be looked into.  If the information about 
liability is as was presented tonight, then his concerns have been lessened. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Bergeron to grant permission 
to the Sullivan County ATV Club to give Wheeled Vehicle Trail Permission to use Veterans 
Park Road and Cat Hole Road as a trail connector from the trail to the Class VI part of 
Cat Hole Road with stipulations that they post speed limit signs and that the City may close 
one or more of these trails to ATVs for reasons including, but not limited to trail 
conditions, maintenance and public safety. 
 
Roll call vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Resolution 2013-8 to Accept and Expend NH the Beautiful Grant for Trash Cans – Public 
Hearing  

 
Withdrawn   
 
BREAK  
 
Because of the late hour, Mayor Neilsen asked to place Council Goals under Old Business on the 
May agenda. 
 

Public Works Update  
 
Bruce Temple, Public Works Director, showed a PowerPoint presentation  
 

• DPW Projects Update 
• 2012 Projects – Overlay/Paving, 14 Locations 

o Mt. View Cemetery 
o Mulberry Street 
o Myrtle Street 
o Piper Hill Road 
o Stringer Lane 
o Wolcott Street w/water line 
o Elm Street 
o Foisy Hill Road 
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o Bonmark Drive 
o Dustin Heights w/water line 
o Spencer Avenue w/water line 
o Camden Avenue 
o Pine Avenue 
o Denison Avenue 

• 2012 Projects – Continued 
o Belmont Street – Rebuild Completed 
o Coy Bridge – Completed 
o Dole Reservoir Spillway – Completed 
o Bog Sewer Project – Underway 67% Completed 
o Rice Reservoir Spillway – Engineering 

• Highway Bond Status $1,100,000 
o Paving (GMI Asphalt) $500,346 
o Belmont Street (Pine Hill Construction) $114,052 
o Crushing – Roadway Gravel (St. Pierre) $31,500 
o Gravel (United Construction) $21,563 
o Drainage (Ferguson) $20,956 
o Asphalt (Pike Industries) $11,216 
o Concrete (LE Weed) $1,437 
o Spent $701,070  

• 2012 Grants 
o Hurricane Sandy Relief FEMA $8,815 
o Dole Reservoir Security Cameras NH DES – Water Protection $5,297 
o City Center Trash/Recycling Bins New Hampshire the Beautiful $3,000 

• 2013 Paving Projects 
o Elm Street (2) locations 
o Old Newport Road 
o Knight Street 
o Laurel Street 
o Hemlock Road  
o Estimated $400,000 

• 126 Miles – number miles plowed one time each storm (normally plow each road 3 
times) 

• Total Highway Mileage 
o Total highway mileage +/- 126 miles 
o Paved/resurfaced roads 106 miles 
o Gravel roads 20 miles 

• Claremont Roadway Conditions 
o 20% Category 1  +/- 21 miles 
o 45% Category 2  +/- 48 Miles 
o 35% Category 3  +/- 37  
o NHDOT budgets to resurface every 12 years 
o Program & budget City of Claremont every 15 years 

• Cost of Programming (106) Miles – or (7) Miles Per Year 
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o 20% Category 1 or 1.5 miles @ $115,000 = $172,500 
o 45% Category 2 or 3.5 miles @ $205,000 = $717,500 
o 35% Category 3 or 2.0 miles @ $300,000 = $600,000 
o Subtotal $1,490,000 
o Summer 2012  +/- $700,000 – 13 locations 
o Summer 2013/2014  +/- $700,000 – 6 locations in 2013 and 6 locations in 2014* 

 *Pending paving costs 
• Sidewalks – Tentative 

o Maple Avenue (Lea Street to Earl Bourdon Center) 
o Barber/High Street 
o Belding Street 
o Knight Street 

 He’ll come back in May to ask to spend muni transportation funds   
• Drapers Corner 

o Cost of project $3,271,400 
o Federal Share $2,617,120 (80%) 
o City Share $654,280 (20%) 
o Construction to begin mid-April 

• North/Main Intersection 
o Estimated cost of project $4,810,000 
o Federal Share $3,848,000 (80%) 
o City Share $962,000 (20%) 
o Engineering underway 
o Estimated construction – 2015/2016 

• Catch Basin Cleaning Program – Storm Water Catch Basins 
o Clean & vacuum catch basins & drain manholes 
o Flush storm water drainage pipe 
o Camera – with video tape for maintenance documentation 

• 2013 Salt/Sand 
o Salt 2,027 tons @ $66.03/T = $133,843 (overspent about $5,000, but will make 

up from other line item) 
o Sand 3,235 tons @ 5.85/T = $18,925 (overspent) 
o Total 441 budget looks good 

• Maple Avenue Emergency Repairs – Applied for SAG Reimbursement 
o Actual cost $813,472 

• Bog Sewer Project 
o Engineering 

 Evaluation & design $110,200 
 Construction inspection $144,000 

o Construction contract 
 Contract $687,290 
 Subtotal $941,490 
 Council approved SRF loan $1,100,000 1/11/2012 

• Bog Sewer Project 
• Pump Stations  – SRF Loan $2,200,000 – Bid – June/July  
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o Washington Street $1,009,000 
o Elm Street $1,214,000 

• Pump Station Electric Costs (10 Pump Stations) 
o Yearly $27,056 

• Bids – 1/1/13 – 4/30/13 
o Paving 
o Uniforms 
o DPW Boiler 
o Granite curbing 
o Fire alarm upgrade 
o Storm drainage cleaning 
o Hydrant painting program 
o Security cameras (grant) 
o Trash receptacles (grant) 

• Upcoming Projects 
o Sidewalks 
o Granite curbing 
o Drainage collapse by CVS (Muni Transportation Fund) 
o Rice Reservoir Spillway (Water Forestry Fund) 

• Projects “On Shelf” 
o Summer Street reconstruction $3.5 million 
o Belding/West Terrace Street reconstruction $4.25 million 
o Buena Vista/Charlestown Road $5 million 
o Grissom Lane $500,000 

• Old Masonry Truck 
• Rebuilt Masonry Truck 
• Rebuilt Old Salt Shed 

 
Mr. Austin asked that a diagram of the Drapers Corner Project be placed in the newspaper.  Mr. 
Temple said we can do that.  Traffic will be disrupted.   
 
Mr. Austin asked if something can be done about the exposed sewer line over the Sugar River.  
Mr. Temple said it is not a sewer line, but is a line from an old pump well house.  It used to be 
buried, but the Sugar River has eroded the bank and now the pipe is suspended.  He said FEMA 
has given us some money for shoreline protection of the sewer pipe that goes under the Sugar 
River.  He hopes to enter into a contract for engineering work within the next two weeks. 
 
Mayor asked about cutting the tree line along Charlestown Road.  Mr. Temple thinks it is to get 
rid of tree interference with power lines in order to help prevent loss of power lines during 
storms.  Mr. Santagate the answer he got was that Public Service of NH (PSNH) is cutting back 
the trees to prevent power outages during storms.  Mr. Temple said those contractors are working 
for utilities and not the City. 
 
Mr. Bergeron congratulated Mr. Temple and staff for all the work they are doing with limited 
manpower.  Mr. Bergeron asked about Drapers Corner being turned into a roundabout.  Mr. 
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Temple said no; it will be a signalized intersection.  He will try to get the information into the 
newspaper and on the City’s website. 
 
Mr. Koloski asked when line painting will happen.  Mr. Temple said it costs bout $35,000 each 
year; we haven’t been able to afford to do it more than once a year.  There is durables (last 
longer), but they are slippery.  They are significantly more expensive.  We use a latex paint now, 
so it doesn’t last as long.  He will try to get line striping done and then in September do the 
crosswalks.  He talked about colored asphalt which is expensive.   
 
Mr. Santagate asked Mr. Temple to address hydrant painting.  Mr. Temple said a couple of years 
ago an intern did the painting and got through about a quarter of the hydrants.  This year we will 
go out to bid to do 100 hydrants.  Public Works (PW) will use prisoners to pick up grass 
clippings, but are not able to use them for painting the hydrants.  The painted rings on the 
hydrants are painted by the Fire Department.  
 
Mr. Koloski asked about the PW janitorial services bid.  Mr. Temple said the previous cleaning 
person is not able to do it now; they are going out to bid for 15 hours a week. 
 
Bernie Folta, Ward 3, asked about the City’s storm water drainage separation from sewer.  He 
said he gets a political newsletter and the reason Claremont didn’t get funding for the “on-the-
shelf” projects was because Claremont went to directly to Washington to get earmarks for the 
Drapers Corner and North and Main Projects. 
 
Mr. Santagate said he did call Commissioner Murray and said he was going directly to the 
Delegation for Drapers Corner and the North and Main Projects for $6 million earmarked for 
Claremont because these are safety issues.   
 
Mr. Temple said in reference to the separation of sanitary sewer and storm water, we are in 
pretty good shape. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bergeron and seconded by Mr. Koloski to extend the 
adjournment time until we get through items G, H, I and J.   
 
Council had a discussion about which items needed to be covered tonight. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Messier and seconded by Mr. Raymond to move the question.  
 
Roll call vote to move the question:  motion carried 8-0. 
 
Voice vote to extend the time:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Resolution 2013-9 to Accept and Expend NHHFA Planning Grant – Public Hearing  
 
Nancy Merrill, Planning and Development Director, said this will allow us to spend the $30,000 
to continue zoning work on the business corridors and the B2 zone. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Bergeron to adopt Resolution 
2013-9 to Accept and Expend NHHFA Planning Grant. 
 
Mr. Raymond read the resolution into the record. 
 
Bernie Folta, Ward 3, asked for more information.   
 
Mike McCrory, UVLSRPC and Interim City Planner, said this is a follow-up to the City Center 
Project, building on the design guidelines and zoning changes.  They are working on how this 
can be addressed in the B2 District and on the safety study that is ongoing for Washington Street.  
This grant helps implement the recommendations from the City Center Project.  This grant pays 
for RPC’s work with the City to do this zoning effort.  The committee structure will be similar to 
the City Center Project and it will be done by June 2014.  
 
Mr. Putnam said some current committee members are interested in continuing to serve on this 
project.  He recommended it be discussed at the next City Center meeting so that a 
recommendation could be made to the Council.   
 
Roll call vote:  motion carried 8-0 
 

Ordinance 532 Technical Review Committee – First Reading  
 
The purpose of this proposal is to authorize a Technical Review Committee (TRC) to assist and 
advise the Planning Board in reviewing and, in the case of minor site plans, approving, 
conditionally approving or disapproving such Minor Site plans.  As authorized by RSA 674:43, 
the TRC will be composed of technically qualified administrators appointed by the Planning 
Board.  
 
Enactment of this Ordinance will:  1) implement provisions of the revised and readopted Zoning 
Ordinance; and 2) provide a mechanism for more efficient review of minor site plans under the 
Planning Board's Site Plan Regulations. 
 
Mr. McCrory said this is an offshoot of the City Center Project.  The TRC was recommended by 
the City Center Committee.  A minor project (as defined) could go to the TRC.  The TRC will be 
made up of City staff, including the Planning and Development Director, representatives from 
PW, Fire, Police, Code Enforcement, Planning or similar departments, or their designees.  There 
is a current technical review group that is advisory only.  This revised TRC will have regulatory 
powers for the minor site plan projects.  If TRC feels the project needs to have full site plan 
review, it can be sent to the Planning Board. 
 
Mayor Neilsen said the TRC will report approvals to the Planning Board.     
 
Ms. Merrill said if this is approved, she will come back next month with proposed fee changes to 
include this. 
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Mr. Bergeron said this was talked about at the City Center Committee and it will streamline the 
system. 
 
Mr. Koloski asked how this affects the site plan waiver.  Ms. Merrill said her approval as the 
Planning and Development Director and the Planning Board waiver authority would go away.  
Mr. Koloski likes that this provides more oversight. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Ms. Messier to adopt Ordinance 
532 Technical Review Committee on first reading. 
 
Mr. Raymond read the explanation of proposed action into the record. 
 
Ms. Messier said this is a big step forward in the development of Claremont. 
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Resolution 2013-10 to Accept and Expend $15,960 EMPG Grant from Homeland 
Security & Emergency Management for Emergency Shelter Equipment – Public Hearing  

 
Fire Chief Rick Bergeron said this grant is to supply equipment for the Claremont Savings Bank 
Community Center (CSBCC) to be used during emergencies. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Bergeron and seconded by Mr. Koloski to adopt Resolution 
2013-10 to Accept and Expend $15,960 EMPG Grant from Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management for Emergency Shelter Equipment. 
 
Mr. Bergeron read the resolution into the record. 
 
Mr. Koloski asked if the equipment can be used for other purposes.  Chief Bergeron said the 
equipment has to be available at any time the Community Center is used as a shelter.  CSBCC 
should inventory the equipment annually; the equipment’s condition needs to be maintained.  
 
Mayor Neilsen opened the public hearing.  No one spoke.  He closed it. 
 
Roll call vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Resolution 2013-11 to Accept and Expend $61,782 EMPG Grant from Homeland 
Security & Emergency Management for Air Fiber Communications System – Public 
Hearing  

 
Chief Bergeron said this is for a 100-foot tower with wireless communication equipment that 
will service between City Hall and CSBCC.  It will provide communication in the event we have 
to open the EOC (Emergency Operation Center) at the CSBCC.  After Council approval, this still 
has to be approved by FEMA in Boston. 
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Ms. Messier asked where the tower will be.  Chief Bergeron said it is free-standing (with no guy 
wires) and will be by the CSBCC, where the new generator and the trail are.  It is a line-of-sight 
communicator, so it has to be tall enough to reach over the trees.   
 
Mr. Austin asked if it will have a light on top.  Chief Bergeron said no.  It has FAA (Federal 
Aviation Administration) approval that it won’t interfere with air traffic. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Koloski and seconded by Mr. Raymond to adopt Resolution 
2013-11 to Accept and Expend $61,782 EMPG Grant from Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management for Air Fiber Communications System. 
 
Mr. Koloski read the resolution into the record. 
 
Mayor Neilsen opened the public hearing.  No one spoke.  He closed it. 
 
Roll call vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 

Council Goals  
 
Mayor Neilsen asked that this be placed as the second item under Old Business on the May 
agenda. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Santagate said in reference to goals, he has been working on two of them.  The list of City-
owned properties was given to the City Center Committee for its recommendations and next 
Thursday it will be given to the Conservation Commission for its recommendations.  Also, Tim 
Hernon has started the process of closing up the outdoor pool.  The tanks have been drained and 
then we will do an RFP (Request for Proposal) to remove the tanks and restore the site.   The 
City-owned lots will come to Council in May. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND DIRECTIVES 
 
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 Claremont 250th Anniversary Committee 
 
None 
 
 Claremont City Center Project – Steering Committee Report 
 
None 



Council Meeting 
April 10, 2013 

Page 81 
 

 
CONSULTATION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 10:55 p.m., a motion was made by Mr. Raymond and seconded by Mr. Burnham to 
adjourn. 
 
Voice vote:  motion carried 8-0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dorée M. Russell 
Clerk to the Council 


